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SERMON. 


852 St. Luke, chaſe. xXii. Ver. 35, 
LACKED YE ANY THING? AND THEY SAID, NOTHING«. 
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* V HEN the firſt ie were ſent forth to - 
8 the kingdom of God, they were forbidden 
by their Lord to take thoſe precautions and to make 


— 


that proviſion for their journey, which, in ordinary 


_ circumſtances, is not only permitted, but neceſſary. 


A s their difpenſation was miraculous, and the powers 


committed to them were deſigned as well for their 
own eſtabliſhment as for the conviction of others; it 
was evidently the plan of their divine maſter, to teach 
them unlimited confidence in his ability, to ſupply 
their wants, to protect them from every danger, and 
to bleſs their labors. In conformity to their inſtruc- 
tions they went forth, and after ſuch trial in their 
work as he ſaw neceſſary, he puts this queſtion to 
them; When I ſent you without purſe, and ſcrip, 
and ſhoes, lacked ye any thing? and they ſaid, 
„nothing.“ It was thus that Joſhua, the type of 
Jeſus, challenged the people of Iſrael :—* Behold 
this day I am going the way of all the earth, and 
ye know in all your hearts and in all your ſouls, 


that not one thing. hath failed of all the good 


— 
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« things which the Lord your God ae concern- 
Ling you: all are come to-paſs unto you, and not 
done thing hath failed thereof.“ And I may add, 
it is thus an unchangeable God ſtill vindicates his 
own faithfulneſs, repraves the unbelief and chal- 
 lenges the gratitude of his people. Conſidering how 

he hath pledged himſelf on their behalf, and by what 
immutable things he hath interpoſed for their hap- 
pineſs, we may well aſk what could have been 
* done more for his vineyard that he hath not done in 
« it?” Is it then in any view chargeable upon him, 
if thoſe want © ſtrong conſolation, who have fled 
for refuge to the hope ſet before us?” Is it not 
rather the duty and privilege of every believer, to 
honor the faithfulneſs of God by unlimited truſt, 
to be often calling to mind the memorials of his 
abundant kindneſs, to raiſe their Ebenezers in re- 

membrance of his mercy, Wg r them 
| rags, Apr of gratitude !! 


Howevervihwent ene of theſe Gr 
diſciples were from our own, and however their 
ſupport in trial might differ from that of ordinary 
believers, yet, when you confider how the paſſage 
illuſtrates the veracity and faithfulneſs of God, you 
will not wonder that it ſhould be ſelected for a 
funeral oocaſion; and eſpecially, when you know 
that this ſubje was the ſtay of our departed friend 
in her dying moments, and that the pallage itſelf 
was amongſt the very laſt which ſhe repeated, and 
found to be great and precious. | 


“ Joſh, xxiii. 24, 
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15.1 in purkiing her dying but rich reflections on the 
paſſage, we ſhould ſeem to exceed the literal intent 
of the text, a diſtinction ſhould be made between the 
provinces of interpretation, and of faith. It is the 
buſineſs of the former, to find the ſenſe of ſcripture, - 
and the privilege of the latter, to uſe. and apply it. 
And, though in this uſe the leading doctrine of a - 


text may be applied in more particulars or to a greater 


variety of caſes than appear in its primary applica- - 
tion; you do not therefore contradict the original 


deſign of the paſſage: you merely extend its uſe. 
You. do not, for. example, confound your caſe with 


that of the diſciples here, and wildly expect miracu- 


lous aid in ordinary circumſtances; but, you conſider 


that the ſame God, who then ſupported his ſervants 
by miracles, is ſtill engaged to uphold his church by 


means; and that the ſame faithfulneſs which divided 
the-waters, and that led his people through the deep 


to make himſelf a glorious name, is. ſtill pledged to 
keep his people through faith unto everlaſting falva- _ 


tion. It is in this way only that the following paſſage 


becomes intelligible to chriſtians now, Whatſoever 


things were written aforetime, were written for 


« our learning; that we through patience and com- 


fort of the ſcriptures, might have hope.” * 


Whenl ſent: you forth without purſe, and "TY 


and ſhoes, lacked ye any thing?” No! added our. 


departed friend, on a calm review of her owncaſe, 
— Nothing! Nothing! 


Rom. xv. 4. 
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were not her reſt. They were, in ſhort, every thing 
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To enter into her views, it is not enough to con- 


ceive of a young perſon, poſſeſſing and tenderly alive 
to all the aſſiduities of parental affection. She was 


thankful for theſe, but they were not her portion : 
they contributed eſſentially in alleviating the long 
and increaſing preſſure of bodily ſuffering, but they 


ſhe ſought in the creature, but her ſoul had other 
and higher wants which God only could ſupply. 
When, therefore, in reply to the queſtion in the 


text, ſhe anſwered for herſelf, Nothing! ſhe had 


evidently in view, her privileges as a ſinner ſaved by 
grace, her felicity as a believer living by the faith 


of the Son of God, and her future proſpects as an 


heir of eternal life. Such views, properly realized, 
leave nothing for the creature to ſupply Com- 
e plete in Him,” *© they that fear the Lord, ſhall lack 


nothing.“ * Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
« there is none upon earth that I defire in compari- 


« ſon of thee. My fleſh and my heart faileth : but 


« God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my cn 


8 


' 


My? aim, in the following diſcourſe, is to trace ; the 


ſteps by which the ſoul of a believer attains to this 
bleſſedneſs; to ſhew that this conſtitutes our only 
true gain in life and in death; and, laftly, to addreſs 
a ſhort reflection to three deſcriptions of my en | 


Since the fall, and in conſequence of man's de- 


fection from God, there is no principle which lies 


f. Ixil. 24, 25. 


- 4-M ] 55 | 
deeper in the human heart than the corrupt notion 
of our own "ſufficiency. It is the foul offspring of 
ignorance upon pride, rendering ſinners inſenfible 
to their real condition, and leading them madly to 
reject the only means of recovery. Preſuming that 
they are rich and need nothing,” they confidently 
aſk, with the young man who came to Chriſt, * What 
lack we yet?” when in the ſight of infinite purity, - 
they are miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked.“ Nor is there any leſſon of human pride 
ſo difficult to unlearn as this. It requires an influ- 
ence and a courſe of inſtruction which no human 
means nor power can reach. Actuated by this prin- 
ciple chiefly; the great body of the Jewiſh people 
rejected Chriſt—for, * being ignorant of God's righ- 
<* teouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own; 
« they did not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God. 
Notwithſtanding ' to them were committed the 
* oracles of God, and to them belonged the adop- 
tion and the promiſes,” they rejected the coun» 
« ſel of God againſt themſelves,” ſaying, upon this 
very ground, the temple of the Lord, the temple 
« of the Lord, are we.” They were whole, in their 
own eyes, and needed not the phyſician of ſouls ;— 
they were righteous, and needed not repentance. 
The plain fact is, the boon of goſpel mercy is a 
proviſion only for ſinners; and till a man can ſub- 
mit to treat with God in this character, till he feel 
the ſentence of death within, he will truſt in him - 
ſelf; he will endeavour to capitulate upon terms of 
perſonal merit, inſtead of ſurrendering at the diſ- 


Rom. x. 3. 
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cretion of infinite mercy. But when the command. 
ment comes, when the ſpirit by the word becomes 
the teacher, when there is a true conviction of our 

_ _ fainfulneſs in the fightof God; the queſtion of pride, 


- 4% what lack I yet?” will be exchanged for the 


petition of mp,” God be nnn to an 
inner!“ F of 9 Fr Mr chin 


This ieee e to the e 5 


and the phariſee, to the thief upon the croſs, and the 
virtuous perfecutor of Tarſus,* ſtrikes at the root of 
that proud and deſtructive principle we are now 


cotabatting:—it breaks the fatal ſpell of ſelf righte- 


ons delufion, by expoſing the ſinner to himſelf, as 


a man-flayer, a ſeli-deſtroyer; but without a refuge 
—as a debtor taken by the throat, having nothing 


to pay as a criminal, haled before/the great judge; 
but without an advocate! And what is there unrea- 


fonable or abfurd in ſuch views of our character, before 


- God? Can the man who entertains higher or better 


notions of himſelf, poſſeſs any juft conceptions of that 
God who is ſo glorious in holineſs, that the very 


| heavens are not clean in his ſight; who even charg- 
eth his angels with folly ? And need we wonder if, 
to men under this prepoſſeſſion, the preaching of the 


croſs appears fooliſhneſs? If, like the proud Aſſyrian, 


they turn away from the waters of life, and ſeek to 
their own broken eiſterns for healing virtue! But, 


+ wiſdom is juſtified of all her children;” -for, as the 
4 n "JS G Woe * +447 NE, 44 = a! 4. 


is It is for the advocates of cer, as being all in a in religion, 


(let the religion be what it may) to ſhew, that Saul, while a. perfecutor, FE” 


was not a virtuous man. No: man was ever more fincere ] 
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hungry ſoul ll crand.for bread, the captive fe for 
liberty, and the criminal for pardon; fo, the-convinc- 
ed ſinner, turning away from every falſe confidence, 
looks to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 

_ 4 ſins of the world.” How ſuitable, how welcome to 
him that record which God hath given of his Son, 
—of him, who is made of God unto us wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanRification, and redemp- 
« tion.” * Senſible of his ignorance, he will take Chriſt, 
the great Prophet and wonderful Counſellor, for his 
wiſdom and guide—diſtrufting and diſclaiming his 
own righteouſneſs, his defire will be to be found in 
him, clothed with the righteouſneſs of God, by faith; 
and, deploring the impurity and plague of his own 

38 heart, he will apply to the blood of ſprinkling to 

« purge his conſcience from dead n e 

YO e nnen 14.324... 


Such views, fe IR 1 a VE 
miſtaken or miſrepreſented by the. world, are per- 
ſectly becoming the condition of a fallen creature. 

In the inſtance of ourdeparted friend, there was every 
thing to afford the moſt complete ſatiefation, on theſe 
points. Her views of fin were extenfive and deep. 
Seldom, if ever, have I witneſſed in fo young a per- 
ſon, and of fuch amiable qualities, ſo entire a ſenſe 
of perſonal demerit before God. Though, in her 
conduct as a child, an inſtance of filial diſobedience 
could ſcarcely be recolleaed, the nevertheleſs felt 

+ herſelf to be a ſiuner againſt heaven. Her hours of 
ee nnen in meditation 1 
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from God, her unbelief, and her want of that dah 


formity to his will, which his word requires. She wept 
in ſecret under the burden of original and actual 


tranſgreſſion. For years theſe impreſſions followed 
her, increafing in proportion as ſhe advanced in the 


knowledge of the ſcriptures and of her own heart. 
With a mind naturally diſpaſſionate, formed for en- 
quiry, and capable of deep inveſtigation, ſhe ſtudied 
the ſcriptures as @ whole ; and, completely convinced 
of their divine authority, ſhe labored, by meditation 
and prayer, to diſcover their ſenſe. This, my bre- 

thren, was to do the Father's. will;” and that God 
who: had prepared'the heart of this. young diſciple, 


no liſtened to the defire which his own good ſpirit 


had ſuggeſted. Appealing from human judgment, 
as the ſtandard of opinion and criterion of religious 
character, her attention was directed to the law of 


God, as the tranſcript of his own perſections, and 


the only perfect and infallible meaſure of the crea- 
ture's obligation. Tried by this rule, and weighed 
in theſe - balances, ſhe found herſelf wanting. By 
an acquaintance with the ſpirituality, extent, and 
unchangeable obligation of this law, ſhe firſt obtain- 
ed the knowledge of fin; and the commandment 
which was ordained to life, ſhe found, with the 
apoſtle, to be unto. death a miniſtration of condem- 
nation, holding the man accurſed, who-continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law to do 


them. This, with her, was no ſpeculation. It was 


not the conceſſion of the formaliſt, who ignorantly 
acknowledges what he does not feel, nor the mere 
homage of the underſtanding to a truth which can- 
not fairly be controverted; but the humble acknow- 


[ 9 k 
ledgment of one who had the ſentence, of death in 
herſelf—who felt with him who ſaid, I have fin= 
« ned, and what ſhall I do unto thee; O thou- pre- 
« ſerver of men!“ If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt enter 
into judgment: 0 Ro who ſhall tand!“ 


This diſcipline of the mel in dhe hand: of. the 
ſpirit, was not the reſult of a ſudden or ſingle im- 
preſſion, upon the mind. It had none of thoſe 
characters of an enthuſiaſtie proſeſſion, which diſtin- 
guithed the ſtony-ground hearers. Neither was it 
the effect of a gloomy and melancholic habit, brood - 
ing over a mis-ſhapen, exaggerated, or uncharitable 
view of human nature. It was not the dictate. of 
2 party, imbibed from education, and foſtered by 
example. It was no private revelation or difcavery 
of a truth, which the ſcriptures did not already make 
known. No: it was a conyiction of the conſcience, 
following the information of the underftanding, and 
vouchſafed in the ufe of means—that is, in reading 
the ſcriptures, in earneſt prayer, and in an attendance 
on the ordinances of public worſhip, with a; ſimple 
dependauce on the . aids of God's bleſſed 
ſpirit. 


e thus obtained, though differing from 
apoſtolic inſpiration, is nevertheleſs divine: it proves 
itſelf to be the gift of God by leading the ſoul to 


him; for, like the ſtar which directed the eaſtern 
ſages, it brings us to Jeſus. The mere al workings 


of natural conſcience, common impreſſions produced 


2 Job vil. 20. Pl. cxxx. 3. 


| [ 10 } - 
by cication; by example, by hearing the word of 
God, or by alarming diſpenſations of his providence, 
though right in themſelves, will, if alone, produce 
a quite contrary effect. They may and do diſcover 
the danger of ſin, and the happineſs of being reſcued 
from its conſequences; but this difcovery, though it 
may ſtartle and terrify the ſinner, will never hum- 
ble his heart. It will never ſhew him his own anfuf- 
ficiency,” arifing from perſonal depravity and guilt. 
Hence you will find that, under ſuch impreſſions, 
men are generally driven to form reſolutions in their 
own ſtrength, to juſtify themſelves by ſelf-righteous 
and proud compariſons with others; and even where 
the thing aſſumes its moſt ſpecious form, where the 
life is moral, and there is an apparent zeal for God, 


pet, you will fee that, like Iſrael of old, though they 


* follow after righteouſneſs they do not attain to it; 
« becauſe, like them, they ſeek it not by faith, but 
as it were by we works of the law.” * 


The whole of their caſo reſolves itſelf plainly 
into this:—They ſee danger, but are ignorant of the 
cauſe of it—they ſet upon providing againſt it, but 
they imagine that the means of ſafety are either in 
whole or in part within themſelves—their pride and 
ſelf-ſufficiency take the direction of their fears, and 
the conſequence.is, that inſtead of leading them to 
that hiding-place and ſanctuary which the goſpel 
reveals, they are put upon that proud and impious 
expedient of the phariſee, God I thank thee that 
I am not as other men!” The credit of their faſt- 


* Rom. ix. 31, 32. 
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ings, their prayers, their alms-givings and. compa- 


rative righteouſneſs, is placed againſt the debt of 
their ſins; and, the merits of Chriſt are, as a kind 
of ſupplementary conſideration,” called in to make 


up the account! Would to God! that a ſcheme ſo 


totally abhorrent from the leading deſign of our re- 
formers, ſo entirely repugnant to the ſpirit of our 
homilies, articles and public ritual; and ſo abſolutely 
ſubverſive of every thing peculiar-to chriſtianity— 
Would to God! that ſuch a perverſion of the goſpel, 
had only to boaſt its advocates without our own pale 
Samongſt the avowed diſciples of rational relichen 
m nn infidelity! 

= But⸗ our departed friend had not ſo. 1 Wh 
Chriſt. The ſame gracious teaching which con- 
vinced her of fin, which diſcovered its malignity 
and guilt as a tranſgreſſion of the law, brought her 
alſo to acknowledge that its ſentence would be juſt, 
were it to be executed upon herſelf. She ſaw, that 
fo far from being able to recommend herſelf to God 
by the merit of her obedience to any conditions, 
legal or evangelical; that, * by the deeds of the 
law no fleſh can be juſtified in his ſight: for by the 


law is the knowledge of fin; and, that now the 


I righteouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſted, 
being witneſſed by the law and the prophets; 
„even (mark the expreſſion!) the righteouſneſs of 
God which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, 
and upon all that believe; for: there is no differ- 
Vence: for all have ſinned and come ſhort of the 
glory of God; being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemptian that is in Jeſus Chriſt: 


oo 
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whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, 

through faith in his blood, to declare his righte- 

* ouſneſs for the remifſionof fins that are paſt, through 

the forbearance of God; to declare, at this time, 

an righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the 
1 n, of him * believeth in Jeſus,” “ 


This n and Fin oo . no- 
thing to ſpeculation. It ſtates the whole caſe, by 
revealing man's utter ruin in himſelf, and God's 
chief mercy in the gift, the ſubſtitution and ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs of his own Son. This is the 
fountain opened for ſin and uncleanneſs; for the 
removal of guilt and the complete juſtification of the 
finner; for the cleanſing of impurity, by the ſprink- 
ling of the blood of Jeſus upon the conſcience ; of, as 
the ſame apoſtle deſcribes it, by the waſhing of 
* regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
_ * which he ſheds on us abundantly through Chriſt 
e Jeſus, that being juſtified by his grace we ſhould 
* be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.“ Hence alſo that declaration of St. John 


This is he who came by water and blood ; not by 


vater only, but by water and blood; - and again; 
«the blood of Chriſt his fon cleanſeth us from all 
fin.“ + 


Theſe paſſages will explain and 8 for the 


ſublime repreſentations of prophecy, when deſcrib- 


ing the character, the benefits, and the diſciples of 
the Son of God. * In his days Judah ſhall be faved 


* Rom, iii. 20 to 28. + Tit. in. 5, 6, 7. 1. Jahn 5, 6. 
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« and Iraeb ſhall dell italy} aden che ing 
„whereby he ſhall be called, the Lord our righte- 


* onſneſs. By his knowledge thall my righteous 
* ſervant juſtify many; for he ſhall bear their ini- 
« quities. Surely ſhall one ay, in the Lord have I 
«+ righteouſneſs and ſtrength ; for in me, Jehovah; 
** ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall 
„ glory. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul 
* ſhall be joyful in my God: for he hath covered 
me with'the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom $ 
* decketh himſelf with garments, and as a bride 

+ adorneth herſvi with her „ | 


On this Walen elect, beirist 2 ſure,” the 
hopes of our friend were built. She was enabled, 
through grace, to count well the coſt, of building 
for eternity. With ſtrong and juſt apprehenfions of 
the folly and danger of building on the ſand, ſhe 
dug deep to find the Rock of Ages, Chriſt Jeſus; 
ſhe built her houſe upon it, the ſtorms of affliction 
have not been able to ſhake it, and ſhe is now gone 
to prove it * an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.” She diſcovered, by faith, the *foun- 
_ * tain opened,” ever and over-flowing with ſtreams 
of pardon and grace. As 2 guilty finner, ſhe waſhed 
in this fountain, and was clean every whit; 
and, as a juſtified believer, confcious of much infir- 
mity and defilement, contracted in her daily walk, 
ſhe defired to come daily to this well of ſalvation, to 
«* waſh her feet.” | All her freſh ſprings were here. 


V jer. xxiii, 6, If, lili. 21,—Ixi. 10. + U. Cor. v. 2. 
+ John xiii. 8, 9, 20. 12 


[14 ] | 
In the advocacy of Chriſt, ſhe ſought a. perpetual 
_ ſupply of mercy to pardon, and of grace to help in 
time of need. Nor was ſhe diſappointed. For, in 
the poſſeſſion of health, ſurrounded by every domeſ- 
tic endearment, and in the ardent and ſueceſsſul 
purſuit of various attainments, in which ſhe was 
eminently formed to excel, the duties and pleaſures 


ſtudy every thing was, by grace, made ſubſervient 
to the one thing needful. Chriſt was precious, whe- 


ther ſhe contemplated his power in the book of na- 


ture, or traced his love in the wonders of redemp- 
tion. Far from envying thoſe who, at her age, ſeek 
their happineſs in the varied and tumultuous ſcenes 
of worldly and faſhionable diſſipation, ſhe ſought hap- 
pineſs in religious retirement, or was glad when they 
ſaid unto her, let us go up to the houſe of the Lord.” 
Indeed ſhe appears, in an eminent degree, to have 
formed her plan on that maxim, One thing I do;” * 


and though her plan may provoke the ſneer of the 


world, becauſe it condemns its ſpirit, and will not 
take up with its portion; it was at leaſt the purpoſe 
of a ſoul, that would make ſome proviſion for eternity. 
Not that religion requires any ſacrifice, or makes 
any diminution from the real ſtock of preſent hap- 
pineſs:— no; to be © ſpiritually minded is life and 
peace; it is life itſelf, and the happineſs of liv- 
ing—* Godlineſs hath the promiſe. of the life that 
* now is, and of that which is to come:” and faith 
Wiſdom, I will cauſe them that love me to inhe- 
* rit ſubſtance, and I will fill their treaſures:”+—but, 


Philip. iii. 13. + Rom. viii, 6, I. Tim. iv. 8, Prov. vu, 21. 
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thoſe who ſhape their lives by the apoſtle's maxim, 
though bleſſed in their baſket and in their ftore, 
«+ in their going out and coming in,” are at the fame 
time convinced, that this is not their reſt.“ Such 
therefore will © declare plainly, that they ſeek a 
country, that is an heavenly.” Crucified and dead 
with Chriſt, to ſin and to the world, the life they 
now live in the fleſtrwill be by the faith of the Son 
* of God.” Riſen with him, they will ſeek thoſe | 

things which are above.“ They will ſo run, not 
Las uncertainly; but forgetting thoſe things which 
* are behind, and reaching: forth to thoſe that are 
before, they will preſs towards the mark for the 


„prize of their high . of God in 2 
| bo Jeſus.” * | 


But we paſs now to the define 5 That 
God who ſeparated her, if not from the womb, yet 
at a very early period, and called her by his grace, 
was, in/the way we have ſeen, preparing her for 
himſelf “ Indeed, ſuch extraordinary piety, at any 
period of life, muſt convey, to thoſe who have an 
opportunity of obſerving it, a preſentiment of glory, 
not far diſtant. The prophet, on Piſgah, ſaw and 
died. But infinite wiſdom hath appointed our time 
here, and fixed the bounds of our habitation : whe- 
ther, therefore, he tranſport his people to paradiſe, 
as he did the penitent thief, on the day of their con- 
verſion, or ſuſtain them, to grey hairs, witneſſes of 
his love, as he did St. John; it is the ſame - God 
who worketh all in all.” 


Philip. iii. 13, 14. 


| 
| 


[1 ] 


* Though it pleaſed God to bring down her 


ſtreugth in her journey, and to cut her off in the 
midſt of her years, her removal was not ſudden. 
For more than two years ſhe lay in the ſurnace; but 
the meſſenger of the covenant ſat as the reiner, fpar- 

* ing her as a man ſpareth his on fon that ferveth 
+ him.” Afftiction is the ſchool of experience, and 


there are ſome leſſons which can only be learned in 


this ſchool. Though our friend had put on the 
whole armour of God, and was eminently ſtrong in 
the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus, there were, no 
doubt, many promiſes, and ſome parts of her fpiri- 
tual armour, that ſhe had not tried. Here then was 


to be the experiment. Tribulation worketh pa- 


« tience, patience experience, and experience hope; 
and hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of 
1 God is ſhed abroad in our hearts.“ She was to en- 


ter the lifts with difeafe and pain, with that laſſitude 


and infirmity attendant on increaſing weakneſs, with 


thoſe natural-anxieties, about the events of fickneſs; 


which flow from the love of life, rendered defirable 


watch thefe, as proper occaſtons, for attacking: her 
mn. and diſturbing her peace. But, ſhe knew 

* whom ſhe had believed,” —and God is faithful, 
« who will not fuffer his people to be tempted above 


that they are able; but will, with the temptation, 


make a way to eſcape, that they may be able to 
bear it.“ This was her rock, the unchangeable 
faithfulneſs of God: grounded and ſettled on this 


* Rom. v. 3, 4. | + I. Cor. x. 13. 


by a thouſand endearments; and, above all, with an 
active, malignant, and powerful foe; who would 
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glorious truth, ſhe calmly “ endured as ſeeing him 
+ who is inviſible.” She conſidered that Chriſt pray- 

ed ſor her, that her faith might not fail; and believ- 
ing, that what he had promiſed, he was able alſo to 
perform, ſhe was enabled in the Patience, rather 
than the extacy of hope, to * glory in her infirmi- 
« ties, that the power of Chriſt might reſt upon 
her.“ In ſuch a ſtate, the ſufferings of this life are 
neither to be compared with the chriſtian's preſent 
peace, nor with the glory that ſhall follow. © Things 
*« preſent, things to come, life and death; all are 
yours; for ye are Chrifts.” This is ſtable ground 
for faith to reſt upon. Who then ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chrift? ſhall tribulation, or dif- 


< treſs, or perſecution, or famine, or peril, or ſword? 


Nay, in all theſe things we are more than conque- 

* rors, through him that loved us. For I am per- 
© ſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
„nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
* any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which i is in Chriſt enen 


aa (t) 


And now, 3 A mall we 5 to 1 
things ? Let me, in the riasr FLACE, endeavour to 
impreſs you with a becoming ſenſe of the 1 Incompage- 


. II. Cor. xii. 9. 29 Rom. viii 35, 36, 32, 88, 39- 


(t) The Narrative and Extract of a Letter, which were intro- 
duced here, when the Sermon was * will be found in the 


M emoir and Letters. 
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ble worth of the goſpel of Chriſt. It is no conjectural 
plan of human wiſdom, no vain contrivance of hu- 
man pride, for appeaſing the wrath of God, and 
- reſtoring ſinners to his favor: it is the Lord's doing, 
Land it ſhould be marvellous in our eyes.” The 
record which contains and reveals this wonderful 
plan, is not © yea and nay, but yea and amen”—no 
_ * cunningly deviſed fable,” but the true ſaying of 
„God, which cannot lie: for, given by his inſpi- 
* ration,” and“ confirmed by many infallible proofs,” 
it is © profitable for doctrine, for reproof, and for 
correction in righteouſneſs; able to make you wiſe 
*. unto ſalvation, through faith, which is in Chriſt 
+ Tefſus.” Let us then walk by its light, believe its 
record, and build on this ſure foundation. Conſider, 
who they are, who, in all ages, have rejected and 
deſpiſed this goſpel. Whether they be greeks or 
jews, philoſophers or phariſees, if our goſpel be 
hid, it is hid from them that are loſt :?— if 
< the preaching of the croſs be fooliſhneſs, it is s to 
them that periſh”—while to them who are 
ſaved,” under whatever denomination, it has been, 
it is, and ſhall for ever continue to be, © Chriſt the 
& . of God, and the wiſdom of God. 0 


han Thins: is loch a thing as nn 
religion; that is, religion felt in its influence upon 
the heart, Producing repentance toward God, 
and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;” peace, holi- 
neſs, delight in God, and a prevailing defire to 
live to his glory. The ſcriptures expreſsly 11 n, 


* I. Cor. i. 23, 24. 
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that, except a man be born again, he cannot ſee. | 
the kingdom of God; and to explain this, theß 


farther tell us that, thoſe who received or believed 


on Chriſt, at firſt, were born not of blood, nor of 


« the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God.”* It is ſpoken of as the common privi- 
lege of believers, that being juſtified by faith, 


they have peace with God, through our Lord 


+ Teſus CR HCO they have the ſpirit of Chriſt 


« dwelling in them;” are * dead unto fin and alive 


«+,unto:God;” with innumerable other paſſages, all 
deſigned to ſhew that, he is not a jew, or a chriſ- 


tian, who is one outwardly, neither is that cir- 
„ cumciſion, or regeneration, which is outward in 


the fleſh; but he is a jew, who is one inwardly, 
and circumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, 
and not in the letter.” It is this which brings 
religion into the ſoul, which fixes its truſt upon the 


ſure foundation, determines its ſupreme affection for 
God, ſanctifies all its purſuits, and gives a e _ 


full ae to the character. 


wage may have len repreſented as a ange thing, 


to ſpeak thus of religion, as an inward, a vital, and 


transforming principle; but ſurely it is more ſtrange 
to conceive, how it is to benefit you, without becom- 


ing ſo. There is no ſuch oblurdity-a9 this acted 


upon in your moſt common concerns. Riches, in 
ſpeculation, are held of little value by thoſe who 
have them in poſſeſſion. We can all diſtinguiſh 


between the reputed efficacy of a medicine, in the 


* John i. 12, 13. - + Rom. v. 1.—- . 11,—il, 29, 
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preſcription of 2 phyſician, and its actual effect on 
the health of the patient. You ſee the application. 
We may acknowledge the divine authority of the 


bible; we may poſſibly have acquired ſome tolera- 


ble notion of the letter of ſcripture, of the form or 


poſſible even to expreſs our preference for theſe doc- 
trines, by attaching. ourſelves to a church which 
retains them z and yet, the whole may be accounted 


Education, early habits, convenience, intereſt or 
general cuſtom, will account for this attachment; 
and the very ſame conſiderations would have made 
you a Catholic at Rome, or a Mahometan at Con- 


govern your better ſort of people, of all religions ; 
but, you ſhould confider, that the difference between 
the form of godlineſs, and the power, is moſt eſſen- 
tial, and that this important diſtinction turns entirely 
on your receiving, or not, the religion of Chriſt into 


things be? we might with propriety anſwer, by in- 
troducing the promiſe of a new heart and a right 
+ ſpirit;”—we might adduce the inſtance of Lydia 
and others, to ſhew, that this promiſe has been ful- 


or conſequences of this grant; and eſpecially, as 


% men, but as the word of God, which eſſectually 
+ worketh in them that believe.“ * Theſe — 


* Ezek. xxxvi. 26. AG, XVI, 14, 15. J. Theſſ;ii. 13 


proportion of its doctrines: we may do more. It is 
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for, without the admiſſion of religion into our hearts. 


ſtantinople. Indeed, theſe are the principles which 


your hearts. Should you ſtill aſk, how can theſe 1 


filled: we might further dwell largely on the effects 


exemplitied in the Theſſalonians, who when they | 
heard the word received it, not as the word of 


| 2 ] 
bear immediately on our ſuhject, and ſhould be ſeri- 
_ ouſly confidered. | Fhere is not, in the caſe of Lydia, 
nor of the church of Theſſalonica, any thing that 
can fairly be conſidered out of the common courſe 
of ſaving converſion. They alike heard the word; 
and the Lord opened their hearts e to re- 
ceive it. But, what is there in this, that can with 
truth be called exfraordinary or appropriate to the 
firſt believers? Faith cometh by hearing, and 
« hearing by the word of God,” and wherever this 
word has taken effect, we muſt reſolve it, not by 
conſiderations of © blood, nor of the will of the fleſb; 
 * nor of the will of man,” but by that glorious pro- 
miſe “ all his children ſhall be taught of God.“ 
This may alſo explain thoſe remarkable words of 
Chriſt, in the ſame paſſage, No man cometh un- 
tome, except the Father which hath ſent me 
draw him; whoſoever, therefore, hath heard on 
4 en of the i Naber. en 0 __ 


This, 8 e na we mean r 
rimental religion, and our manner: alſo of account- 
ing for it; and if the Lord has opened your hearts, 
as he did that of Lydia, if but one ray of ſacred 
illumination has entered you ſouls, you have ſelt 
the neceſſity of this teaching, and can, in ſome 
meaſure, account for that neceſſity, not only from 
theſe expreſs declarations and examples of ſcrip- 
ture, but from the eee, e n of your 
— 04 YM: | 1 IO 
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ohn vi. 44, 4. 
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lt pleaſed · God, in the inſtance beſore us, Out 
« of the mouth of a babe to perfect the praiſe of 

this glorious truth; and though the recital may 264 

fill the enemies of vital piety; it ſhould, at leaſt, 

tend to animate the true followers of the Lamb. 

Such experience is not indeed the argument you 


would uſe with the world; but it is illuſtration, 
it is evidence to your own minds, if you have 
been made partakers of like precious faith,” He 
that believeth, hath the witneſs in himſelf he 
feels that there is verily a reward for the righ- 
« teous; he knows 11 98 is a 4 that wenn u the 
* earth. * ed, ee DUE 7-108 
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J CASE I turn to the younger part of my 
hearers, and theſe I would divide into two cla ſſes 
—ſuch as are enquiring what they muſt do to be 
„ ſaved,” and thoſe who © neglect this great ſal- 
vation.“ Of the former character there are, I 
truſt, many preſent. Come then, ye children, 
+ unto me; and I will,“ from this example of early 
piety, © teach you the fear of the Lord.“ You 
have ſeen, in the caſe of our friend, where true 
religion begins, viz. in an acquaintance with our- 
ſelves, and a deep conviction for ſin. You have 
ſeen, alſo, where this conviction on will lead the 
humbled ſinner, viz. to Chriſt; for * wiſdom, and 
+ righteouſneſs; and ſanctification, and redemp- 
tion.“ Vou have heard of the ſecurity and reſt, 
which this glorious ſanctuary affords to believing ſin- 
ners, the peace it gives in affliction, and the living 
comfort it adminiſters in dying moments! What 
then is your petition and requeſt this morning? Do 


= £0 > 
you not deſire, with her, to be partakers of the grace 
of life? Are you not ſecretly. determining, chat, 


where ſuch go, you will go alſo; their people ſhall 
be your people, and their God, your God? ©. Seek 
« then and ye a find, knock and it ſhall be open- 

* ed unto you.” If thou crieſt after knowledge, 
and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding; if thou 

« ſeckeſt her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as for 

« hid treaſures; then ſhalt thou underſtand. the fear 

 * of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.”* 
You will find with her, that, © they who fear him 

* lack nothing” Nothing! Nothing! for time or 
eternity! | 


To others I can only add, take warning! take 
- encouragement! The goſpel is a reality. It is a truth 
in the ſcripture, and it is a truth confirmed in the 
living and dying experience of all good men. See 
then that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh! Slight 
not theſe frequent and authentic notices of the 
truth and power of godlineſs. Now is the accepted 
* time, and now is the day of ſalvation.” Inſnared 
by the world, and immerſed in ſchemes of preſent 
enjoyment, you may now be flattering yourſelves, / 
that it is in“ vain to ſerve the Lord;” or, that, at 
da more convenient ſeaſon,” you will attend to your 
immortal intereſts. But you ſee how vain a thing 
it is to calculate on length of days! © As the Lord \ 
* liveth, and as your ſouls live, there is but a ſtep. 
between you and death!” The true wiſdom, 
therefore, is, 70 Jive to-day. Turn ye then at God's 


* Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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K reproof. Aft ſaving - wiſdom of him who giv. 


eth liberally and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be 
given you.” * And, © when this wiſdom entereth 
into your hearts, and knowledge is pleaſant to 

your ſouls, diſcretion thall preſerve you, under- 
* ſtanding ſhall keep you—that you may walk in 
the way of good men, and keep the Paths of the 
«righteons. For, the upright ſhall dwell in the 
land, and the perfect ſhall remain in it. But the 
* wicked "ſhall be cut off from the earth, and the 


© tranſgreflors ſhall be rooted out.” f 


* 6% i | 
* Jas. 1. 5» F Prov. ii. 20, 27, 22. 
* 
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APPENDIX, &c. 
A MEMOIR or 
THE LIFE of the late Miſs HUTCHINSON, 


wiTH * 's 
A SHORT NARRATIVE OF WHAT PASSED IN 
HER DYING Won | | 


Yo 
- 


Wenk it the deſign of the following memoir to 
delineate a chalacter of ſtrong ſenſe, invigorated by patient 
enquiry, and enriched by various, and, at her age, uncom- 


mon endowments; the Life of the late Miſs HuTcninsoON 


would furniſh ample materials: but, the object, here aimed 
at, is of a much higher nature. It is not panegyric, but 
utility; it is to ſhew, what, alas! 1s but too rarely to be met 
with, how real and diſtinguiſhed piety may confiſt with ſuch 
a character. It is, indeed, to be lamented, that ſuch a com- 
bination of excellence ſhould be deemed rare; but, the me- 
lancholy truth is, that the age of youth is, too generally, 


marked by-a levity of temper and frivolity of purſuit, which 


not only tend to extinguiſh the taſte for religion, but, to 
impreſs the fatal notion, that piety and weakneſs are ſyno- 
nymous terms, or, at the beſt, that it is utterly inconfiſtent 
with true happineſs! And, in the judgment of the world, 
they are certainly right: with them, vital religion is account- 
ed folly, and the genuine partakers of its grace, fools, for 
“ Chriſt's ſake.” But, the young reader ſhould remember, 
there is another who judgeth; and that, in his eſtimation, 
The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, a good underſtand- 
« ing have all. they that do thereafter: the praiſe of it endur- 
* eth for ever.” 


-_ 
_—_— TY ID 


— 2 
. 


r = of 


iy r — K * oY _—_— _ 
8 — 9222 r r — 
A —— ab die< fs om e OO EO —U ‚ꝗ 2 _ 194 a4 5 — 
e eee 8 | 
N l | i PR 


Perm" 


* 


r ö 9 . 4 2 
r —— N — L 
2 a < ab hs - 2 2 „ 


AE. 


” 3 * 


11 was he —— of Miſs I bs 5 the davghter of 
parents who fear God, and, who, by a large acquaintance 
with the enjoyments and diſappointments of life, were emi- 
nently qualified to direct and aſſiſt her enquiries, for, both 
worlds. To the religious care of their children, their united 
exertions have been uniformly directed, and God has graci- 
ouſly ſmiled on their endeavours, Parents are here entreated 
to recollect, amidſt all their juſt and affectionate cares for the 


well-being of their dear offspring, that the religious inſt ruc- 


tion of their children is a primary duty: and thoſe young 
people, who have unhappily thus far under-valued or mis- 
improved the bleſſing of godly inſtruction, ſhould alſo con- 
ſider, that Miſs H. during her long affliction, and in her 


dying hours, was * with gratitude and praiſe to * for 
—this ſingular meney:: | 


wr i 

The lore of 33 early diſcovered itſelf in 1 H. 
and was proſecuted with an ardor and ſucceſs, perfectly un- 
common at her age. Beſides a complete acquaintance with 
what is generally deemed neceſſary to an Engliſh education, 
ſhe had made very conſiderable progreſs in Zoology and 
Botany, and has left ſeveral ſpecimens of her Ingenuity. on 
theſe ſubjects, which would not diſgrace a maſter, in theſe 
various and delightful ſciences. Her powers of delineation 
were ſurpriſing, and eſpecially when it is known. that they 
were exerted under the preſſure of bodily affliction, and that 


in general the beautiful ſpecimens which remain, were ex- 


ecuted on her bed. 


. — 
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| But ſhe had Rill higher, objects which __ her atten- 


; tion, and which ſanQified and ennobled every inferior purſuit. 


At the age of fourteen the became decidedly pious, and it, is 


from this period ſhe began more remarkably to ſhew herſelf, 
and” that we may date. the extraordinary vigor and improve- 
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from debaſing or contracting the powers of the mind, is 
formed to elevate and enlarge it;—inſtead of checking the 


_ 
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due exertion of thoſe powers, it, above all things, calls them | 


into, e. and Fate them to their r A 
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Has. enquiries an gh: LubjeR of pn / ge were thoſe 22 "* 
* deeply in earneſt. Though vigilant, to an example, in 
her attention to the ordinances of public worſhip, ſhe: was 
much in retirement; and though extenfively read, - in the 
works of our belt modern divines, her principal books were 
the bible and her own. heart.- And here, her progreſs was 
truly aſtoniſhing. Not ſatisfied with an enlarged and accurate. 
knowledge of what may be attained by our Engliſh l 
ſhe applied herſelf to the ſtudy of the Hebrew ſcriptures; and 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that, during the two laſt years of her life, 
ſhe read the original of the Old Teſtament, not only with 
eaſe, but with a degree of accurary and critical diſcernment, 
that would juſtly be held reputable, in the ſacred profeſſion. 
Such was her facility and delight in this holy ſtudy, that ſhe 
abridged, at the age of ſixteen, the Hebrew Grammar and 


Lexicon of Parkhurſt ; and, during the laſt fix months of her 


illneſs, ſhe compiled, and wrote out with her own hand, a large 
Grammar and Praxis of the Sacred Tongue, both of which 
are executed in a ſty le of ſuperior accuracy and beauty. Theſe 
were preſented to her parents. as tokens of filial. regard, and 

remain as intereſting memorials of a" moſt ingenious and 
affectionate daughter! ff 1 


It may be proper to remark here, that theſe extraordinary 
attainments were not in Miſs H. daſhed by ſuperciliouſneſs, 
nor by any diſguſting airs of affected ſuperiority : every thing 
in her. deportment was perfectly in ſex. Far from that pert 
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loquacity, which, without regard to circumſtances, obtrudes 
itſelf on all occaſions; ſhe heard in modeſt ſilence, diſerimi- 
nated with judgment, and treaſured up whatever was valuable 
in the obſervations of others. This is ſet down, to reprove 
their error who ſuppoſe, that religious knowledge, and eſpe- 
cially in young people, muſt: neceflarily ſavor of pride and 
conceit; forgetting at the ſame time, that almoſt every thing, 
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in the plan of a modern education, is calculated to generate 
and to cheriſh theſe noxious and elne qualities. It may 


alſo ſuggeſt to young women, the importance of attending to 
whatever, in their deportment, is © lovely and of good report;” 


and, particularly, to thoſe things which become Iver Buy 


But the acompivent dure, m Miſs H. s character, was piety a 


not indeed that heartleſs and formal thing which conſiſts in 


bodily exerciſe, or in accompliſhing a round of external duties; 


nor, that ſuperficial and ſhowy thing, which, deſpiſing forms, 


ſpends itſelf in profeſſion and words; but, that enlightened, 


ſolid, and holy principle, which humbles the heart, magnifies 
the Saviour, and dedicates the life to his ſervice, If perſonal 


religion conſiſt in theſe, the piety of Miſs H. was truly exem- 


plary. But, her bumility muſt not be miſtaken for melancholy. 
It was certainly deep and habitual, and ſuch as becomes every 
diſciple of Jeſus; but, the ſaw the refuge which the goſpel 
ſets before us, and fled to it for ſafety; and this, whatever 
the proud and unbelieving may imagine, is the true ſanctuary 


of peace. Nor, are the high and animating views, which ſhe 
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entertained of Jeſus, to be reſolved into rhapſody and paſſion; 


they are ſuch as become him, © who is the brightneſs of the 
« Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon” —him, 
4 who loved his church, and gave himſelf for it“ him, whoſe 
mediatorial riches are unſearchable—him, to whom ſhe felt 
herſelf indebted for all her ſal vation, and to whom ſhe delight- 


ed, from principles of gratitude, to aſcribe all the glory!“ We 
* love him,” ſaith St. John, © becauſe he firſt loved us; and 


ſo far are we from carrying this generous affection to exceſs, in 


our admiration of the Son of God; that our higheſt and beſt 


expreſſions of love to him, fall infinitely below their ador- 
able object, and come ſhort even of that ſenſe of obligation 
we feel to his rich mercy! But, ſay what we will, this muſt 
appear rhapſody, or ſomething worſe, to thoſe, Who,“ hay- 
« ing little forgiven,” feel no ſuch obligations to the —_— 


of finners! we pity and pray for them. 
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Nor, were the happy efſe Fs of theſe principles leſs con- 

ſpicuous in the conduẽt of Mifs H. The tree,” faith our Lord, 

« is known by its fruit.“ We all allow the wiſdom of this 

maxim; but, unhappily, neither the tree nor its fruit is, in 

general, propetly diſcriminated. Nature is conftantly con- 

founded with grace, and the fruits of nature miſtaken for thoſe 

of the ſpirit, If a young perſon be amiable, diſeover a decent 

reſpect for the inſtitutions of religion, and, eſpecially, if cor- 

rect in his morals; he is, of courſe, with the generality,” a 

religious and good man. We mean not to diſparage amiable 

qualities, much leſs would we diſcourage, in our youth, a reve- 

rence for the appointments of religion, or the ſanctions of 
morality; at the ſame time, we admoniſh them to beware, how 
| they miſtake qualities which may be purely natural, for grace: 
. and effects, which may proceed from education and habit only, 
for the genuine and diſtinguiſhing fruits of the holy ſpirit. 

The amiable ſubject of this memoir, poſſeſſed and exemplified 

all theſe qualities, not only before ſhe underſtood religion, but 

even when her heart was ſtrongly prejudiced againſt ſome of 
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: its leading peculiarities. Witnels, her My inn m 
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The plain truth 3 is, that theſe properties, eswe excel 

, lent in themſelves, and, in ſubſtance, what the word of 
3 God requires, are manifeſtly defective, not only in their 
It principle, but in the meaſure and motive. The fountain of 
defire and of action, the heart, is corrupt before God; and 

the Lord, who ſearcheth the heart, declares, * A corrupt tree 

« cannot bring forth good fruit.” The tree, therefore, muſt 

be made good, and the fruit will be good alſo. Where this 


but a new character: his religious and moral deportment, 


though formerly correct, will now receive and bear a new 
impreſſion, ariſing from ſupernatural principles, and altogether 
y appropriate to the man, who is © born of God.” Thus, to 
ur underfland as a chriſtian, is not merely to ſpeculate on the 
* great principles of chriſtianity, but to diſcriminate them from 


t- 

e 

d 

3 

ſt change is real, the man not only becomes a. new creature,” 
* | 

IN 

ſt 
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error, and cordially to approve. thoſe excellent. truths:—to 
believe as a chriſtian, is not to attach ourſelyes, by an hiſtorical 
aſſent, to this or that profeſſion, of anni: but to poſſeſs 
that faith, which “ purifies the heart,” and is “ ſhewn by 
« our works: — to act as a chriſtian, i is not to regulate. our 
religious and moral deportment, by the mere letter of. ſacred 
ordinances, nor by the laws and maxims of men; but by an 
impartialand uniform regard to the oracles of God, as prepound- 
ing the only infallible. rule, eſſectual motive, and ſovereign 
end, of human obedience, This character of the chriſtian, 
though plainly delineated in the ſcripture, is concealed from 
the world. The world,” ſaith St. John, © knoweth us not; 5 
and no marvel. The work is of God, and the effects pro- 
Juced by it,are the * fruits of his ſpirit:” but, © the natural 
4 man receiveth not the things of. the ſpirit of God, neither 
«can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” - 
The character, however, is real; and the time will come, when 
it will be made as evident, as it is real; when thoſe, whoeither 
overlook or deſpiſe it, will entertain juſter ſentiments, on this 
important ſubjet—*® They ſhall return and diſcern. between 
the righteous and the wicked; between him that ſerreth 
« God, and him that ſerveth him not.“ In the mean time, 
he that is * n all thidgy.” | 


6 3 a reader be e Caves *. into | 
this ſubject, for himſelf: but, let him take heed, how he reſts 
the iſſue of the enquiry, on the judgment of man, - Chriſt 
hath. ſaid, Ye muſt be born again;“ and his apoſtle ex- 
preſsly declares, If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new crea- 
« ture,” Phis is infallible authority, nor will the ſenſe of 
theſe declarations long remain obſcure to him, who, © com- 
paring ſpiritual. things with ſpiritual,” reſigns his under- 
ſianding to the promiſed influence of that ſpirit, who firſt 
es: the ſcriptures; and who muſt ſtill “ ſhine into our 
hearts,“ if we would „ e their aer or be made 
* wiſe unto ue 8 22 hee We Blau s 
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That the religious character of Miſs H. correſponded * 
this deſcription, will be beſt underſtood, by the attentive 
peruſal of her letters. In theſe, the ſentiments of the heart 
are diſcloſed, with all the frankneſs of genuine ſimplicity, 
and filial oonfidence. And, it is preſumed, to a mind quali- 
fied to appreciate the value of, thoſe ſentiments, and, who 
reflects, that the greater part of the following. letters were 
written in her ſixteenth, hear, her knowledge of the ſerip- 
tures, her deep acquaintance with her own heart, and- her 
exalted views, of the character and grace of Jeſus, will, not 


only appear conſiſtent, but bigbly exemplary. And, here, 


the writer cannot but expreſs an earneſt hope, that this ex- 


ample of domeflic correſpondence, may induce. other, parents 


to encourage their children in the free communication of 


their ſentiments, and particularly on religious ſubjects. Judg- 


ing from the inſtance before us, the en 1 may be 
* from the practice. „ 5s ce ion x goofy 
"Upad the whale: if, in the 1 a principal 
ftreſs has been laid on the religious character of our friend, 
the reader will not raſhly conclude, that we. depreciate the 
moral virtues, or, that theſe were wanting i in the ſubject; of 
this memoir—no: though the. retired' es: of Miſs. H. 


would neceſſarily contract her ſphere of active duties, yet, 


in the tender and intereſting relations of a daughter, a ſiſten, 
and friend, her principles appeared in full vigor, her “con- 
60 verſation was as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt,” But, the 
object bas rather been, to impreſs the reader with a, much 
neglected truth: it has been, to ſhew, that, though amiable, 
docile, and humble, as the youth whom Jeſus. loved,“ he 
may, nevertheleſs, * lack one. thing,” without which, he 
cannot be his diſciple :—it has been, to convince bi that, 
while the religion of Chriſt will neceſſarily. produce morality, 
what i is generally received under that name, may exiſt with- 
out religion; and, Rays, that en works be neceſ- 
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lacy to and juſtify the character before men, the faith 
1 decide that character, in the fight of 


2 


U. 
NARRATIVE, &c. 
bee Hilo Weeds to be told, of what paſſed in the laſt 


Kids of Miſs H. it is preſumed, the following gleanings will 
not be unacceptable to the pious reader. When ſpeaking of the 


deep convictions ſhe formerly had of fin, ſhe obſerved, At 


that time, I ſaw more of the danger, and felt more of the 


« terrors of fin; but,” now, I ſee more of its exceeding fin: in- 


* fulneſs.” At different times, ſhe addreſſed the ſervants in 
a very ſuitable and impreffive manner; telling them, * the 
had no dependance on any thing ſhe had done, but, that 
© the ground of her hope was Chriſt, who had done all things 
* for her, and repeatedly expreſſed reffed ber great love to him on 


© that account.” A ſhort time beſore her departure, ſhe ſaid, 


on being told, You are very poorly,” © I am quite wil- 


hs Pe. quite ready; for me to live is Chriſt, and to die is 
gain“ — I know whom 1 have believed, and I am per- 
* ſuaded that he is able to keep what I have committed to 


* him, againſt that day.” When aſked by the miniſter who 
attended her, Is there any ſubject or view of truth, which, 

in your *preſent circumſtances, particularly impreſſes your 
mind, and which you would wiſh me to recommend to the 


885 congregation?” She anſwered, after a ſhort pauſe, with 


inexpreſible compoſure, © The faithfulneſs of God !” and, 
immediately after he retired, ſhe repeated the words, Lack- 


ed ye any thing?” adding, with ineffable ſweetneſs of 


countenance, Nothing! Nothing!“ and expreſſing, at the 
fame time, her wiſh, that, if a funeral ſermon was preached, 


chis might be the text. When ſpeaking of a near relation, 


whom ſhe wiſhed to ſee, and who had been written to at her 
requeſt, ſhe ſaid, «1 ſhould be happy to ſee him; but, if I 
do not, I ſhall be ſtill happier: tell him, if I ſhould not, 
that I am complete in Jeſus” —often repeating, with pecu- 
liar emphaſis, Complete in him!“ On that paſſage being 
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ent « Death is ſwallowed up in victory, he inflatilly 

continued, in the ekulting ſtrain of the apoſtle; „O dend, 
« where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks 
« be to God, who giveth us the victory, through bur Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt !” After recovering from ſainting, ſhe ſcented 
diſappoibted; and obſerved, 4 that her ſight and hearing 
« having failed her, ſhe expected to have ſeen the gates 
« of Heaven opened to receive her.“ After this, ſhe 
attanged her coneeriis for this life, and ſpake of death, 
as if ſhe had been going a journey —ſhe even gave diret“- 
tions reſpecting her funeral. Well,“ faid ſhe, © this por 
body will once more go into the houſe of God!“ And, 
after a ſhort interval, added, “I can now refign you all up, 
Jam going to glory! Do not you with, you i going 
„with me! Well, we ſhall all ſhortly meet again! Jeſus is 
„the hope of glory!” So ſtrong was her deſire to depart, - 


-and to be with Chriſt, that, on reviving a little, ſhe faid, 


with tears; © I feel much better; this has been the greateſt 
« trial 1 have had; I begin to think of coming back again * 
Aud, a ſhort time after, © If I defire to live, it is to tell what 
« the Lord hath done for my ſoul—I have not ſtrength 1 to do 
« it now.” On the fame day, ſhe faid, © I am very bappy, 


indeed, and quite willing to ga, of to continue in the fame, 


ſtate.” Afraid of loſing this ſweet compoſure of mind, 
ſhe ſeveral times repeated that verſe of Mr. Cow per: 13 


«© But, ah! my inward ſpirit cries, 

Still bind me to thy ſway ; | 
<« Elſe the next cloud that veils my ſkies, 
% Drives all theſe thoughts away.” 


But a faithful God was better to her than her fears. Not 
that ſhe was a ſtranger to thoſe trying exerciſes, which ariſe 
from the abſence of ſenſible enjoyment, and which are more 
or leſs common to the people of God. Even in this awful 
ſeaſon, ſhe once ſaid, © I walk in darkneſs, I have no light; 
but my ſtay is on my God! I have no ſenſible comforts; but 
a what are comforts! they are not the a of my hope.“ This 
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is ſet down to encourage the feeble hearted, They will learn 
from this, that their temptation is no © ſtrange thing; and 
they will ſee, from the ſequel, that, God is faithful, who 
« will not ſuffer them to be tempted above that they are able.” 
> —For, her ſoul was afterwards filled with ſuch manifeſtations 
of divine love, that her mortal ſtrength could ſcarcely ſuſtain 
the impreſſion. She ſaid, in the midſt of this, © 1 am not in 
« extacies, but I cannot expreſs how happy Tam. - This is no 
«© new thing. I know not what the joys of heaven may be, 
« but this body can ſcarcely ſuſtain what I now feel!” o_ 
ing thoſe beautiful lines of Dr. Watts, 


- * A mortal paleneſs on my cheek, 
«« But * 


then adding, 10 Lacked ye any thing?” ” No: No: Nothing, 
a Nothing! a my 
When her brother arrived; ſhe told him 2500 was very 
happy, and expreſſed her readineſs and deſire to depart. 
Now, faid the, © I have taken leave of all, I have nothing 
&« to do but to die!” Juſt before ſhe expired, ſhe ſaid, with 
compoſure, I am going,” and on its being obſerved to her, 
„ You are going to glory,“ ſhe replied, with a faltering 


voice,“ Yes; I am going to glory! I lore my Jeſus: I love 
6 my Jeſus!” 


The following LETTERS are not preſented to the eye of criticiſm, as 


E 
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ſpecimens of epiftolary compoſition. It will be recollected, that they 
- were Chiefly written at the age of fixteen, and in the full confidence 
of filial affection. They are now given to the public, at the parti. 
cular requeſt of the Editor, as furniſhing, in his opinion, a ſtriking 
example of early piety. Should, therefore, any farther reſponſibility 
attach to their publication, he takes that 3 — E 
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LATE MISS HUTCHINSON. 
| — 
LETTER I. 
November 15, 1794. 
133 and F wot Manma 12 
TRULY the Lord is a God that heareth 


prayer. I tannot deſcribe to you the pleaſure which 1 felt, 


on the peruſal of your letter; and, particularly, as I have for 
more than twelve months, very much wiſhed to open my 
mind to you. I haye, indeed, often intreated the Lord that 
he would open the way before me, and that he would enable 
me unreſervedly to tell you, what he hath done for my 


* foul.” And I muſt confeſs that lately, not finding that the 


Lord anſwered my prayers, 1 have been ready to give over 
praying, and to ſay with Zion, © Surely the 25 hath for- 
« ſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me; fince he will 
no more attend to my cries nor anſwer my prayers, Jeſus 
ſays, © The tree is known by its fruits;” and if there be no 
real change in my life and conduct, not even ſo much, that 
thoſe, with whom I am moſt nearly connected, and who, it 
may be, are watching for my ſou], can perceive any difference, 


1 myſt indeed be one of the © corrupt trees,” which are to be 


« hewn down, and caſt into the fire.“ But, praiſed be the Lord, 
L find, in a ſenſe, that the * viſion is for an appointed time; 
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« at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie: though it ang. wait | 
« for it, becauſe it will ſurely: come, it will nat tarry.“ 


Vou give me eee eee Grady to ſtate to you a the 
concerns of my foul, and you ſay, the more open and free 1 
am, the greater pleafure and ſatisfaction it will afford you, 
and — — I ſhall only write what firſt occurs to me. The 
grammar, the ſtyle, and the writing, &c. &c. I truſt you 
will excuſe. I ſhall begin, by telling you the firſt thing, 
which put me upon an enquiry, was hearing thoſe ſermons of 
Jonathan Edwards, upon man 's enmity to God, which you 


read on Sunday evenings. No doubt you remember the 


diſlike and oppoſition which I then ſhewed to them. Before 
this time, 1 had no notion of my character as a ſinner, and 


even then I was not fully convinced of it. For though un- 


able to deny, yet I was unwilling to confeſs it: but the Lord 
was ſo mereiful to me, that, from that time, I daily felt the 
burden increaſing, till at laſt I found it was too heavy for me 
to bear, and that I muſt ſeek hetp from one that is mighty. 
Fiſher's “ Marraw of Modern Divinity,” and Boſton on the 


Covenant of Works,” were of great uſe to me, in convinc- 


ing me, what a ſad ſtate I was in, O! how heavy did I then 
feel the cyrſe of the law hanging upon me. I knew nat what 
to do, nor where to flee for ſaſety. I had no one to whom I 
could open my mind; for this way at the time when you 
were confined; and though I wiſhed yery much to ſpeak to 
you, you were then ſo poorly, and I had no opportunity of 


Meeing you alone, that I was prevented from it, My heart 


was then indeed overwhelmed within me, and I felt no com- 
fort, till the Lord, of his great mercy, ſet me upon the © rack 
« that is higher than 1,” A ſermon Mr. **** preached one 
Sunday afternoon, from Ifa. xXVi, 1, 2, © In that day ſhall 
& this ſong be ſung in the land of Judah; we have a ſtrong 
« city; ſalyation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks, 
9 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation, which keep- 

« eth the truth may enter in;” the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs 
to me, and it was the means of reſtoring peace to my troubled 
ſoul. I did not feel ſo much at the time, as reflecting upon 
it afterwards, which, together with this text, Come unto 
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« me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 

you reſt,” was ſweetly applied to me, O what a change 
did I then feel: my hurdon, like poor:Chniſtian's at the cruſo, 
ſeemed to fall from off my back, and I could go away rejaic® 
ing, as he did. But, alas! what do I render to the Lord, for 
all his mercies unto me? Do I live ta hie glory? Do honor 
his name? or, rather, Do not 4 daily diſhenar him? I find, 
indeed, that the good that I would, I do net: but the evil 
« which I would not, that 1 do.“ And this it is which makes 
me to cry out, with the apoſſſe, O wretched creature that 
« I am! who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death?” 


May 1 alſa ſay with Nu. * * * * Tis 


66 n our Lord.“ 


5 ſhall 3 with, thanking you far your Kind $28 
encouraging letter, and praying that the Lord may enable me 
to make a proper uſe of it; and believe me, now and ä 


Nr aur 1 and dutiful. daughter, 
7 HUTCHINSON. , 
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December 31, 1794» 
Honored and dear Mamma! 


YOU cannot l conceive the e 
which your letter gave me. I hope it was not, becauſe my 
pride and love of ſelf were increaſed, or becauſe I felt myſelf . 
flattered, that you were kind enough to expreſs your appro- 
bation of my letters; for inſtead of this, it ſhould have had a 
very different effect, ib bringing me low in my own eſteem, and 
in teaching me to aſcribe all that I am and have to Jeſus alone. 
O may 1 ever count it my higheſt privilege and honor to take 
the loweſt place in the ſervice of my God! But,alas ! inſtead of 
living to the glory of God, as I ought to do; inſtead of adorn- 
ing the goſpel of God my ſaviour in all things, am I not 
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often conſtrained to exclaim with Job, T have finned; what 
<« ſhall I do unto thee, O thou preſerver of men? Why haſt 
\| | TC CIO CR OOO 
| „ I, 
# | * l N 
| Indeed, my hes take] 1 feel myſelf very deficient i in 
| chriſtian ſimplicity, which above all things I ſhould poſſeſs. 
O! where is thatchild-like temper, that teachable, humble 
and dependant ſpirit, without which; our Lord ſays, we can- 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven? Alas! how little do I 
 ſhew of this, and how much of a proud reſerved temper, 
which is juſt the contrary. If I love Jeſus, why do not I 
keep his commandments : ſeeing he himſelf has ſaid, © my 
«yoke is eaſy and my burden is light?” Although I have 
often tried to anſwer this queſtion, I find that I cannot, unleſs 
it be in the words of our Lord, when he ſaid, © The ſpirit 
© indeed is willing, but the fleſh is weak; or of St. Paul, 
« 'That which I do, I allow not: for what I would, that I do 
*« not; but what I hate, that do I. I find then a law, that 
« when I would do good, evil is preſent with me.” When 
I fee ſo much fin and wickedneſs mixed with all I do, does 
it not make me long for that time, when 
CO on Sin, (my worſt enemy before) - 
| « Shall vex my eyes, my ears no more: 
« My inward foes ſhall all be ſlain, 
Nor ſatan break my peace again 
I find no great difficulty in ſaying with Balaam, © Let 
« me die the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 
« like his,” but the difficulty is how to live the life of the 
righteous; and feeling how far ſhort 1 daily come of this, I L 
am ready to think that I ſhall never hold out unto the end; 
but when I hear Paul, the great apoſtle, lamenting his ſinful 
neſs, as he does in the 7th chapter to the Romans; when I 
hear ſuch a good man as Mr. Newton exclaiming, 


« When I turn my eyes within, 
& All is dark, and vain, and wild,. . 
« FilFd with unbelief and fin, | —_ 
“Can I deem myſelf a child? 
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Andyekwhon we ſee how the Lord has kept and preſerved him 
to this day, ſo that he ſtill “ brings forth fruit in his old age, 


« and is ſtill fat and flouriſhing,” as the pſalmiſt deſcribes it, 
may I not then truſt to the ſame divine protection and preſer- 
vation, and though © I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
« of death, I need fear no evil, if he is with me;”—and even 
in paſſing over Jordan, if I could read that promiſe, When 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee,” I might 
take up the Conquerors ſong, © O death, where is thy ſting? 
| « O grave, where is thy victory? The ſting of death is fin; 
FL. and the ſtrength of fin is the law. But thanks be unto 
God, . giveth us the victory through our Lord * | 
6 | cared . 
I have not room, my 1 eee 
but will cloſe my letter in aſſuring you, how much I am, 


Nur dutiful daughter, Wt 
E. HUTCHINSON, 


Ae _. EH. 4c AR nod. 


* 


— 
LETTER 3 


— 


umu 15, 19. 
INDEED, my Site Mamma, I can heartily j join 


t 

: with you in ſaying, I would defire in all things, to live in 
> ſuch a manner, as I may beſt glorify the name of Jeſus; but, 
I + alas! how far ſhort do I come of this? How dull and ſtu- 
. pid I often am in my private devotions. I kneel down, and 
% riſe up, and hardly know for what I have been praying: and 
I when engaged in my daily occupations, how very ſeldom 


do I think upon the Lord, or endeavour to live to his 
glory! O let me remember © man's chief end is to live to the 
glory of God, and to enjoy him for ever.” Paul ſaid, Whe- 
ther ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do it all to the 
glory of God,” But do I not frequently, like the unbelier- 
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Tus Ireaattes; dt don to eat and t6 drink, and Ace up to 


play, without onte liſting up my heart to God, either to pray 


for his bleffing, or to thank him for his great mercy to me, 


in gieing me proper foot for the tourtſhment of my body? 


II, indeed, I am ingriffted on the ring vine, 1 win pray the 


Lord to “ putye the, that 1 4 bring forth more fruit.“ 
« Faith without works is ded 


yet 1 truſt that my hope is fixed upott one wh is able to 
fave to the uttermoſt;“ —that my Hind is ſtayed only upon 
the Lord, ſo that when death, the laſt enemy, comes, I 


mall be enabled to welcome him, as a friend who Wag me 


nearer to my Fathet's houſe. 


— 


* 1 


You mention, in your letter, my joining myſelf in holy 
eommunion with the chureh of Chriſt, and you defire to have 
my thebghts upon it. Indeed, my dear Mamma, I hwrdly 
know what to ſay. When I hear Jeſus ſaying, Do this in 
« remembrance of me,” my heart burns with defire to follow 
his*commandments. And alſo, when 1 hear Moſes ſaying, 


Who is on the Lord's fide, let him come unto me,” I would 


gladly ſhew on whoſe fide I am; under whoſe banner I am 
fighting;—I would willingly make a public profeſſion of his 
holy name, and devote myſelf wholly unto him. But, on 


the other hand, when I confider my own ſinfulneſs and un- 


worthineſs, how ean I venture to approach the Lord's table? 
J feel then that it becomes me to ſtand at an humbler diſtance, 
ſaying with the poor publican, God be mereiful to me a 


ſinner.“ What! if 1 ſhould “ eat the bread and drink the 
cup of the Lord unworthily, I ſhould then be guilty of the 
body and blood of Chriſt; <-I ſhould eat and drink damna- 


tion to myſelf!” O may the Lord preſerve me from raſhly 
doing this, for I ſhould alſo be a ſtumbling-block unte 


others, as Paul expreſſes it For this cauſe many ate weak 


and fickly among you, and many fleep/” I ſhall now, my 
dear Mamma, conelude in joining with you, in intreating 
the Lord, to lead me to do his will, fo that in all things, - I 


but though 1 daily find, 
@ that in mie, that is, in my gelb, dwelleth no good thing,” 
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may beſt adorn his holy goſpel, and in ** aſſuring * 
how bocerely Jam, 6 i * 


7 our affeFionate and dutiful daughter, 
. E. HUTCHINSON. 


RAY 


LETTER IV. 


You 


| | | " February &, 1 1795. | | 
nn, Mamma! 


| | 3 FIND Re tes eee 
myſelf, and at my own doings, the more I am diſcouraged, 
When J ſee what is within me; when I take a ſurvey of my 
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God; my 
indwelling figs and corruptions; O! how do theſe things diſ- 
hearten me, Satan, the enemy of my ſoul, who © like a roar- 
ing lion, ſeeketh whom he may devour,” is always ſure to 
take this opportunity of attacking me, and unleſs the ſpirit 
of the Lord lift up a ſtandard againſt him, I ſhould be for 
erer undone, | 


About a week ago I had a ths OW Ke" this 
fierce Apollyon. He found me under great diſcouragements, 


| becauſe of the fins of my heart, life and conduct; and when 


I went to pray unto the Lord for deliverance, I found L could 
not pray, and then I thought the Lord was againſt me, and 
that I muſt ſurely give up all. Thus, I went very heavily 


on for nearly a week. On Saturday before laſt, I was very 


much afraid, through all the day, that I ſhould not atteyd 
public worſhip, on the following ſabbath; for I laid all my 
unbelief and diſtreſs to. my having been ſo long deprived of 
thoſe holy ordinances. I therefore went to the Lord, and 
earneſtly intreated him, that he would grant me to attend in 
his holy temple, and that his preſence might go up with me. 
He anſwered my firſt requeſt, but thought fit to deny me the 


other, This gave me to ſee how fooliſh and ſinful I was, to 
5 


1 42 ] 

defire chiefly that I might go to the houſe of God, and then to 
defire the preſence of the Lord to be with me. Inſtead of 
doing this, I ſhould, above all things, have prayed for his pre- 
ſence, let me be wherever he ſaw fit to place me.— Indeed, I 
find it a, very bard thing, to believe that ſtaying at home, is 
better for me than attending his houſe; and eſpecially when I 
recollect the ſweet moments which I have ſpent there, when I 
have been conſtrained to ſay, © Surely this is none other than 

« the houſe of God, and the very gate of heaven. But, alas! 
I found this far from being the caſe, on Sunday morning. 
When I go with high expectations, I am generally diſappoint- 


ed; and on the contrary, when I expect the leaſt, I find 


the moſt. In the afternoon the Lord had determined I ſhould 
ſtay at home; and accordingly I did, though much againſt 
my will; but I perceived afterwards it was much better for 
me, fince I enjoyed much of the preſence of the Lord. In 
reading Mr, Romaine's Life of Faith,” I faw how much I 
had been living upon my frames and feelings, and how little by 
a life of faith upon the Son of God: and I was more than 
ever convinced of this, by reading your letter. It was in- 
deed through looking ſo much to myſelf, to my ſinful unbe- 
lieving heart, and ſo little unto Jeſus, that I brought myſelf 
into ſuch a fituation. I can hardly bear to think of it, that 
the firſt opportunity of public worſhip, which I on 1 7 21 
for ſome time, Were be thus miſpent! 

With regard to partaking of the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper, I ſee my objections againſt it were not well founded. 
If you think it is in the way of duty that 1 ſhould, I ſhall 
gladly make an open profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, by 


following his dying injunction, Do this in remembrance of 
« me.” May the Lord lead and direct me to do his will in 


all things. I have ſearce left myſelf elther 1 room or time, to 
aſſure you how much I am, 


Hur affeionate and dutiful . 
E. A 


N, 


; = 2 Sac 
LETTER V. 

| , 85 February 27, 1795. 

Honored and dear Mamma! 


ALTHOUGH the weather ſeemed ſo very 
unfavorable on Friday and Saturday, to- my attendance at 
the Lord's table, yet he, who governeth all things, ſaw. fit 
that this ſhould not detain me: and now I very plainly ſee, 
that this circymſtance was the means of bringing me nearer 
to a throne of grace, and of caſting myſelf, with all my con- 
cerns, upon the Lord. On Friday I felt my mind very much 
ſet upon going, and anxious about the weather; but on 
Saturday I was enabled to truſt it more unto the Lord. I was 
deeply affected, in conſidering the ſolemnity of the ordinance. 
I had many fears whether I was really called to partake of the 
holy communion, or not; however, I committed it into the 
hands of the Lord, and waited to ſee the determination of his 
providence. But on ſabbath-day morning, 1 found it was the 


Lord's good pleafure, that I ſhould attend on his holy ordi- 


nances. The adverſary, however, began his aſſaults. My, 
ſoul was caſt down and diſquieted within me; and when he 
ſaw me in this ſituation, he attacked me more fiercely than 
ever. I was ſo wearied and tired out with temptations and 
fears, that I knew not what to do. I endeavoured to caſt my 
cares upon the Lord, but could not help feeling the burden 
of them. The conflict was ſharp, but at laſt I found a ſafe 
retreat in the Lord, and I could ſay with the apoſtle, © If 
Gad be for us, who can be againſt us. I felt indeed that, 


« His honor is engag'd to ſave 
The meaneſt of his ſheep; 
All that his heavenly Father gave, 
<« His hands ſecurely keep.” 


During the time of public worſhip, the enemy tempted 
me, many times,” to go out, before the adminiſtration of the 


[+4] 


ſacrament; but 1 laid myſelf at the feet of the Lord, and im- 
| plored his direction, and he ſoon gave me to rejoice in his 
Holy name, and to be exceedingly glad in the God of my 
ſalvation; and the ordinance was made very comforting and 


enlivening to my ſoul. O! let me praiſe the name of the 


Lord, nor 0 his W kindneſs and tender mereies 
_ unto me. 


The eden his not book inafiive, Gnoe 1 James the 
holy communion. I am daily forced to flee to the captain of 


my falvation for help. Unleſs he fight my battles for me, 1 


feel and know that I muſt fall under the hands of mine ene- 
my: but when © Emanuel, God with us, is on my fide, what 
have I to fear, though all the world ſhou}d be againſt me, 
yea, though 1 ſhould have © to wreſtle againſt principalities, 
< againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this 
« world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. For 
ein all theſe things, we are more than canquerors, through 


„him who loved us,” I ſhall now cloſe my letter, with 


thanking you for yours, and with obſerving, that God makes 
all things work together for our good; and though you were 
prevented from anſwering my letter, ſo ſoon as you intended, 
yet it came to me in a very ſeaſonable time. I had that very 
evening been praying to the Lord for it. O! may he ſo blefs 


it to my ſoul, that I may be enabled to fight the good fight 
of faith, and to ſhew forth, by my conduct, how much I am, 


Your affetionate and dutiful daughter, 
E. HUTCHINSON, 
LETTER VI, 
April 18, 1795, 


Honored and dear Mamma! 


. WE do indeed ſtand in very great need of 


momentary grace and ſupport, I feel that if I were not 
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I can caſt all my burdens and cares upon the Lord, and truſt 


1 * J 
auily, yea, every moment, ſupported by ap alwighty power, 
I mult for ever fall away: I baye no ſtrength: or power 
mine own to ſtand; but I have better than all this. I have an 
almighty God to go to, an everlaſting. refuge to truſt ing 
then,“ Look up, my ſoul, to the hills, from whence alone 


* cometh thy ſalvation.” For, © Although the fig- tree ſhall 


not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labor of 
the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no, meat, the 
4 flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no 
herd in the ſtalls: yet will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy 
* in the God of my ſalratjon. The Lord God is my ſtrength, 

„and be will make my feet like hinds feet, and he will 
make me to walk upon my high places. „ Bleſs the Lord, 
O! my ſoul; and all that is — * _ way a. name. 


gane after I have i the - light of God's 
countenance; .. after the ſun of righteouſneſs has ſhone 
upon me, 1 have. thought that my mountain ſtood ſo 
* ſtrong, . that 1 ſhould never be moved, forgetful of 
that warning, Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, 
take heed leſt he fall. 1 have been betrayed into 
carnal ſecurity, and thus have met with "many a ſad 
fall, But I am never fo comfortable, or ſecure, as when 


myſelf, and all I have, into his hands. Vet even this, which 
1 ſhould count as my privilege, I generally ha ve great diffi- 
culty in doing, and more eſpecially. at thoſe times, when I 
have the greateſt need of it. Truly, © the. heart is deceitful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 
it?“ © I, the Lord, ſearch the heart, I try the reins, even 
to give every man according to his ways, and according to 
© the fruit of his doings.” Then, Search me, O God; and 
„ try me, and ſee if there be any evil way in me, and lead 
eme in the way everlaſting.” We have all of us, at this time 
in particular, great cauſe for depending and truſting wholly 
upon the Lord. O! let us not be like Aſa, who when his 
diſeaſe was exceedingly great, ſought not to the Lord, but to 
the phyſicians, O! may we know that our helpcometh from God. 
He has ſmitten, let us truſt him, that he will alſo heal us, 
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I ſhall now cloſe my letter in aſſuring you how much 


ag! (and T hope I can ſay more than thts) your letters 


afford 'me—O! may the Lord gire me an heart to improve 
them, and all my other privileges, more to his r ay oy 
am now, and ever ſhall remain, | 


TR art Mur afimate mul eee 
12 o ··ů ˙ » HUTCHINSON. 


© ++ : & * irt 1 


: : & f 
* a 0 : 4 
1 * 
4 * * 
1 ” : 
5 . 
885. 0 
x , y » 4 
* * + s 4 8 — 
* , 
7 o s \ 8 « . 1 oF of * 1 * 


e 75 1758. 
M time has been ſo much taken up lately, that 
I have been prevented from anſwering you letter ſooner. 1 
fear, alas! T am too much like Martha, *troubled about many 
things,” when, like Mary, I ought to be * fitting at the feet 
of Jeſus, and hearing his word;” but although my time may 
be much taken up, yet the Lord may be with me even then. 


I have frequently found him at ſuch times, and then all 


things ſeemed to proſper in my hand, and I could go chear- 
fully on with whatever I had to do. I have often thought of 
Mr. Walker's ſermon on that ſubject. But this was not the 
caſe with me at this time, for my foul was walking in dark- 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of death: all my evidences were 
darkened: I had offended Emanuel, and he was departed from 
me: I had grieved the holy ſpirit of God, and he had with- 
drawn himſelf. Where then were thoſe bleſſed ordinances ? 
Where was that ſweet fellowſhip and communion, which I 
ſo often enjoyed? Alas! 1 could only mourn the abſence of 
my Lord. His preſence i is life, but his abſence 1 is death to 


my ſoul. 
«© When earthly cares engroſs the day, | | 
And hold my thoughts aſide from thee, 
“The ſhming hours of chearful light, 
Are long and tedions years to me. 


—— — 
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And if no evening viſits pail, 
Between my Saviour and my ſoul, 
How dull the night! how ſad the ſhade! 
I How mournfully the minutes roll h. 


| But « the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my rock; and exalted 
* be the God of the rock of my ſalvation!” He faith in his 


word, « For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee;, but with 
great mercies will. I gather thee. In a little wrath I hi 
10 my face from thee, for a moment; but with everlaſting kind- 


> bene will I have mercy on thee, faith the Lord, thy redeem- 


© er.” O! what an exceeding great, and precious promiſe 
this! how gracious, how ſuitable are the promiſes of God? 
1 01 who is a God like unto our God!“ | 


We SS had another warning in the death of Miſs — 
calling out loudly to us, © Be ye alfo ready.” O! how 5 
and merciful was the Lord to her, in calling her to himſelf, 
even at the eleventh hour. She had but a ſhort pilgrimage 
through this world: God ſoon took her to himſelf. Her 


death recalls to my mind a ſtanza in Watts's Lyric Poems, 
| * the death of Moſes, 


« Sweet was e; journey to the 17 

The wondrous prophet tried : 

Climb up the mount, ſays God, a 
e Fan e | 


| When God ſays, 6 ' Behold I come 3 may we 
reply, © Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus. Why ſhould we fear 
death, fince its ſting is taken away, and it will bring us to en- 
Joy the preſence of God to all eternity; © For we know that 
« if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
* have a building of God, an houſe not made with hands, 


s eternal in the heavens.” 1 have ſcarcely leſt room, my dear 


Mamma, to aſſure you how much I am, - 


n our N and dutiſul e eh 
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E. HUTCHINSON. f 
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krTEA vi. 


J , 1795. 
ea Manns! - tif to. 


WE. HAVE bibn 158 with the pen in my 
wig and not a word upon my paper, for nearly this half 
hour, What! have I nothing to fay for my God! Is not 
my heart filled with his love, and my tongue with his praiſe! 
Ah! Peter, loveſt thou me! O Lord, I am aſhamed of my- 
felf, leſt 1 ſhould be obliged to confeſs, that 1 have not a word 
to ſay for thee. O! no, let me rather take up the language 
of the pſalmiſt, and ſay, © While I live will 1 praiſe the 
„Lord; L will. fing praiſes unto my God while I have any 
being: or of the prophet, © 1 will praiſe thee, O Lord: 

though thou walt angry with me, thine anger is turned 
« away, and thou comfortedft me. Behold, God is my ſal- 
« vation; I will truſt, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jeho- 


vah is my ftrength _ _ _ he * is en my 
« ſal vation“ IR LNA | 
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Since I laſt wrote to you, I have been more caſt down, 
more left and forſaken of my God; the adverfary has exerted 
more of his' malignity, and my evil heart of unbelief has been 
more prone to depart from the living God, than I eyer re- 
member, ſince the Lord firſt ſaid unto me Live,” 1 cannot 
help comparing myſelf to poor Chriſtian, when walking 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death. I was much, like 
him, diſquieted with the wicked blaſphemous thoughts which 

atoſe in my mind: I knew not from what quarter they came, 
nor how to refiſt them. At one time, I'was ſo tempted to give 
up God and religion, and to renounce all profeſſion of it, that 
I could hardly confider myſelf in any other light, than as an 
apoſtate from God. Whilſt I was in this ſtate, this text ſud- 

ee rack. me, Reſiſt the devil, and he will flee from 
_ * you.” I immediately darted up a ſhort petition for the help 
of Jeſus, to enable me to reſiſt him. I was quickly heard, and 
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peace was in fome' meaſure reſtored to my foul. Laſt Saturday 
I was exceedingly oppreſſed with my fins, I felt the burden 
of them to be intolerable, 1 think I never had ſuch a ſenſe 
of ſin before: I could not but abhor myſelf in duſt and aſhes, 
« Weeping may endure; for à night, but joy cometh in the 
© morning.” And a blefſed morning I experienced it to be, 
when the ſun of righteouſneſs was pleaſed to diſperſe: alt the 
dark clout which had ſo long obſcured iny ſæy, and to ariſe 
* with healing in his Wings.) Mn, *** **s ſermon, on Sun- 


day morning, was a very great and glorious ſermon to me 1 


diſcovered that, with Peter, I had greatly backſliden from the 
Lord, and when he put the queſtĩon to me, © Loveſt thou me?” 
I could. with Peter reply, «Lord, thou knoweſt all thingy 
* thou knoweſt that I love thee.” Here I cannot help obferv- 
ing, how eminently ufeful Mr, * *** has been to me. It was 
moſtly by his preaching aud converſation; that I was firſt 
brought to confider myſelf as a ſiuner, and afterwards'ss à 
finner ſaved; and fince, how often, when I have been walking 
in darkneſs, and ſeen no light, has it ſuddenly broken in upom 

me, by the ſame means, Indeed; his preachitig has been wa 
more uſeful to me, than that of any other miniſter. F Have 
ſometimes been afraid, leſt by my continually" receiving freſn 
ſupplies of grace through the ſame channel; my deceitful heart 
ſhould be too much taken up with the creature, and tod little 
with the creator. My dear Mamma, I have not even leſt my. 


ſelf room to apologize for the length of my letters but, with 


hoping that you will forgive the nme may 
ſee n I ſhall ſubſcribe myſ elf. 


Nour mee Angi, 


E. HUTORINSON- . 


— 
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TI HAVE juſt been meditating upon the love of 


Jeſus, and truly, I can fay with the pfalmiſt, - My meditation 
* of him is ſweet,” 
H 


1 
| 
| 
b 


Fan : 6c Ves, thou art precious to my foul, * 
o My tranſport and ny truſt; b "I 
aver: Jewels to thee are gaudy toys, ; 00 e 
n ate 1 0 * u. 20 
ee” TY U Jo blo: : 
"libs. can deferibe th ha of Jeſus! Who: can n 
3 he hath done to ranſom fallen, guilty man ! It ſurpaſſes, 
far ſurpaſſes all human power even ſo much as to conceive of 
it. © He is altogether lovely, the chief among ten thouſand.” 
1-f6nd. my heart drawn out after him: I love, 1 praiſe, 1 
wonder. O! that could I expreſs what at times I feel when 
enjoying his ſweet preſence. In his preſence is life, and at 
&« his right hand there are pleaſures for evermore. -- Jeſus is 
my portion and my all: Whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon earth 1 defire in compariſon of thee.” 
I love him ſupremely; every thing elſe, compared to him, is 
leſs than nothing, and vanity. As the hatt panteth after the 
4. water brooks; ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My 
* foul thirſteth ſor God, for the living God: when ſhall 1 
come and appear before God.” In him, and in him alone, 
will IL rejeice. My ſoul ſhall triumph in the Lord, and 
« ſhall make her boaſt in the God of her ſalvation.” What 
a kind and tender father is the Lord unto us! How has he 
proved himſelf thus in his gracious dealings towards us, and 
more particularly of late. When I think of them, they are 
too wonderful for me: I cannot enter into the leaſt of them, 
without being loſt in praiſe and wonder. I would raife an 
Ebenezer at every ſtep of the way. I find in writing of his 
loving kindneſs my pen moves very ſlowly; my heart goes 
much faſter, and yet how infinitely ſhort do they both come 
of the mark. It is this delightful theme which occupies the 
tongues of angels and redeemed ſpirits throughout all eternity. 
O! Llong to join with them in ſinging this new ſong, which 
is ever, ever new. Jeſus is gone before to prepare a place for 
me, and when he has made it ready for me, and me for it; 
then will he take me home to himſelf, to join the church 
_ triumphant, in aſcribing “ praiſe and glory to the lamb for 
* evermore.” Till then, I would wiſh to follow the church 
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militant here on ea and raiſe my voice ith hers in praiſ- 


ing our great redeemer. Ves, the Lord has been merciful 


unto us: he has dealt with us as a loving father towards his 
children. © He has graciouſly ' reſtored you to us. He has 
heard all our united prayers and anſwered our requeſts. 
But this recalls to my mind, very painful reflections on the 
little dependance and truſt 1 placed upon him, at that time. 
I was like a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke, I could not 
bring my mipd to ſubmit, if it ſhould be the Lord's will to 
take you away. 1 tried often, but to no purpoſe. When r 


_ endeavoured to pray, I found myſelf unable to ſay, © thy will | 


he done, leſt it ſhould be the Lord's will, that you ſhould 
be removed from us; neither could I pray that his name 
might be glorified, or that all things ſhould work together for 
our good, ſince, if the Lord ſaw fit, all theſe ends might be 
anſwered, and you not reſtored. I came to the Lord, but 1 
could no longer approach him as I uſed to do: I could not 
tell him of all my cares and concerns, neither could I'fay, 

« my truſt is in thee.“ Lou can eaſily imagine how uncom- 
fortable J felt myſelf, when every thing I faw without in- 
creaſed my ſorrow; and within there was nothing but fin 
and diſtruſt, I now endeavoured to hide myſelf amongſt the 


trees of the garden, from the preſence of the Lord almighty. 


But in the midſt of judgment he remembers mercy. He at 
length brought me to caſt my burden upon him, and to ſay 
in faith,“ Thy will be done.“ Thus the battle was over, the 
victory was won, the captive was ſet free, and the ad verſary 
fled, nor has he ever returned again with ſo much force, 
ſince this defeat. The next morning, which was Sunday, 
you firſt began to recover. When I think on theſe things, 
I am ready to fay, furely I never will, never can diſtruſt 
him again. But I remember that, when Peter boaſted, ſoon 
he fell. Wherefore let me rather employ my tongue in 


praiſing and magnifying the name of the Lord for your 
ecovery. | 


Here I'd raiſe my ebener, 
( Hither through thine help I'm come; 
. And 1 truſt, through thy good pleaſure, 
16 Safely to arrive at home.“ 
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There is one text, which I haye thought much upon 
ately, and which I cannot forbear mentioning to you, that 
I may bave my doubts upon it cleared up; and that is, (I. Cor, 
xv. 19.) where the apoſtle ſays, « If in this life only we have 
« hope in Chriſt, we are of all men the moſt miſerable,” 1 
comprebend it. How can the believer in this 

lie be accounted the moſt. miſerable of all men? He here 
enjoys the greateſt of all privileges, even communion with 
his God: he is at peace with his own conſcience; he finds 
religion's © ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
It is true, the world may, and will- 
deſpiſe and perſecute him, yet {till he has a God to go. to, a 
ſure refuge in time of trouble, W * be cqunted 
the maſt miſerable of all men! | | 


do not at all c 


are paths of peace. 


Peace. 


Wy cannot now doſe my letter, withaul  thnking'yo 


for yours, and for your kind anſwer to my queſtion; 
I have taken advantage of it in aſking you another. 


f 1 bad 


for ſome time before I received your letter my doubts with 
regard. to it removed, particularly from one ſermon of Mr, 
, where be ſpoke very clearly upon it, and alſo added, 
chat this was the teſt; by which we ought to try our deſites— 
that what we cannot aſł of God in prayer, muſt be unlaw- 
* ful for us to purſue in our conduct, however trivial it may 
« appear to us at the time. Here I cannot help obſerying 
how very gracious the Lord is to me in anſwering my re- 
- queſts, I have nothing to do but to take them to him, 
WWW 


in the end. 


I hope, my dear Mamma, younall excuſe the manner 
in which this letter is ſcribbled. out, as alſo the incorreftneſs 
of it, ſince it was written in great, haſte; and believe that, I, 
remain, moſt ſincerely and affectionately, 


mur dutiful daughter, 
| | E., HUTCHINSON. 
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YOU will be Kr PERO dende d 
letter 3 indeed, 1 myſelf can hardly help being aſto- 
niſhed at my preſumption, that I ſhould think of writing'to 
you, who have ſo much the advantage of me in every reſpect, 
and that too, without your once expreſſing a defire for the 
correſpondence, I am fully ſenſible how great a mortification 
it is to my pride and ſelf- love, and this was one motive which 


induced me to write: for every thing which has a tendency - 


to abaſe pride cannot but be uſeful But I have another and 
perhaps a ſtronger motive than even this: your Aunt and my. 
Mamma both ſeeming defirous- that 1 ſhould make the at- 
tempt. The advantage, alſo, which I hope to derive from 
your letters, much conduced to it. But ſhall I ſay, my dear 
Miſs ——, there was a ſtill greater reaſom thaw any of theſe ? 
You no doubt remember how thoſe. of old, that feared the 
Lord, ſpake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened 
© and PT it, and a book. of remembrance was written be- 
fore him, for them that feared the. Lord, and that thought, 
upon his name.” And is not this abundant encouragement. 
to us to ſpeak often one to another, of * his great love wbere- 
© with he loved us, even when we were dead in treſpaſſes and | 
« fins?” I have often lamented my extreme back wardneſs in, 
this reſpect, and determined, the next time I had an oppor- 
tunity, not to let it lip. But, alas! I found it would not 
do, my reſolutions were like the morning cloud, and the early 
dew. I had not courage to put them into practice. But this 
was not acting like a child of God, like a redeemed, ranſom- 
ed ſinner, whoſe heart ſhauld be filled with gratitude to her 
redeemer, whoſe tongue ſhould be cantinually ſetting: forth. 
the praiſes of her God and ſaviour. This was not ſaying with 


OY" Come unto. me al ye that ſear the Lord, and 
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«I will tell you what he hath done for my ſoul.” . 0 then, 


let me © lay afide every weight, and this fin, which doth ſo 


, eaſily beſet me, and let me run with patience the race ſet 
« before me, looking unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher of 
“ my faith.” For I know the more I look to him, the more 
beauty I ſhall ſee in him, and the more 1 ſhall defire to ſhew 
forth his praiſes. Theſe, my. dear friend, were the motives 
which prevailed upon me to write to you; if you approve of 
them, I ui aki Row, You e inthe mean 


nnn. . 
| 15 T Shag 50 a a mu ſincere friend,” 
| K HUTCHINSON, 
| . LETTER. Xt. 5 8 17961 ; 
mon. eta 6,90: 2 Wer i September 9, 1795s 
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2 SHALL not begin my letter, with 
expreſſing an entire approbation of yours, - which you 
may expect and lay claim to. No: if I in any meaſure 
take upon me the ſacred title of a friend, let me not violate | 
it, but, as a friend, give me leave freely to ſay, that thoſe 
undeſerved praiſes, which you ſo liberally beſtowed upon my 
poor endeavours, only increaſed my conſciouſneſs of having ſo 
little merited them, and gave me reaſon to fear you did not 
write with that freedom and fincerity which 1 expected from 
you. And let me alſo tell you, that whilſt I was blaming you 
on account of your reſervedneſs, I immediately felt that ſame 
power working upon my own mind, and the anſwering your 
letter appeared to me a great and difficult thing. I confider- 
ed it again and again, but the more I thought upon it, the 
leſs I felt myſelf diſpoſed to attempt it. At laſt Fafked my 
Mamma's opinion, She adviſed me to write what firft came 
into my mind, without concealing the difficulties I met with, 
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1 
This I have endeavoured to do, and I hope and truſt, my 
dear Miſs , you will not be offended at what I have faid, 


but take it as a ant of my ſincerity and * | 


I come now to the moſt 3 part ot your letter, and 


here again I feel myſelf much ſtraitened, as all ſenſible com- 


forts of religion are at this time very low with my ſoul, 16 
that it is with difficulty, I go on in my common walk but 1 


| ſhould recollect that this is the very time, I ought in a ſpecial 


mahner to walk by faith and not by fight, leaning, like the 
church of old, upon my beloved. Could I but feel this, all 
would be well with we, my ſoul would then make her boaſt 
in the God of her falvation. "But though this is not the caſe 
with me at preſent, I can truly ſay, religion is a very defir- 
able, heart chearing, and comforting thing at all times; but 
more eſpecially at that hour, when fleſh and heart fail, when 

the ſoul is juſt launching into a vaſt eternity. Oh! then to 
have a God to go to, a Jeſus to truſt” in, is an unſpeakable 
bleſſing indeed. I have lately had my thoughts much taken 
up with this ſubjeat, I could not for a long time get any 
comfortable views of death: I could only confider him as the 
king of terrors, as the laſt and greateſt enemy which 1 had to 
encounter, and before whom I muſt expect ſooner or later to 
fall, Theſe were very ſinful, unbelieving thoughts, thoughts 


very diſhonorable to God. What! cannot T truſt Jeſus, whs 


has brought me thus far, that he will keep me to the end ? 
* I know whom I have believed, and I am perſuaded that he 
* js able to keep that, which 1 have committed unto him, a- 


« oninſt that day.“ 1 uy me Won 5g rn you, how 
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your ties, + nat fail of affording, me great ſalisfaction 
and pleaſure, eſpecially that part of it, where you expreſs a 


deep concern for your everlaſting "ate and ſalvation. And, 


indeed, until we can have a feeling ſenſe of our own. fiaful- 
neſs and wretchedneſs, not merely until we can talk about 
it, or only know that it is ſo, without feeling its intolerable 
weight, ſhall we be delivered from it. How great a thing is 
it to be brought to know, and to feel in our hearts, that all 
we do or ſay, is fin; that without Jeſus we can do nothing. 
It is a difficult thing, at all times, to bring our minds to this. 
1 heard a miniſter ſay, the other evening, that he/could at 

times hardly, help exclaiming, when conſidering his own 
| heart, © What! is there no good thing in my heart! What! 
« all fin and wickedveſs! "—Our proud nature is exceedingly 


averſe from this, and tis only the ſpirit of God who can con- 


Vince us ol it; who can take us, as he did Ezekiel, into the 
ſecret chambers of imagery, and there diſcover to us the hid 
din abominations and pollutions, which they contain. And 


when he does this, in mercy to us, we ſhall find that he will 


not leave his work unfiniſhed, that he will not ſhew the poor 
ſinner his fins and tranſgreſſions againſt the divine law, and 
there leave him in deſpair of mercy or forgiveneſs. No: we 
are © confident of this very thing, that he who hath begun a 

good work in us, will perform it, until the day of Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” Then, let us go on with humble confidence, de- 
firing to be made daily better acquainted with our own hearts, 
and with the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, ſo that, with David, 
we may, at laſt, be efiabled to ſay, © Truly there is pad 
/* neſs with the Lord, that he 1 


You expreſs a deſire that I ſhould acquaint you with 
ſome of the particulars, that have bitherto e my pro- 


1 2 3 


greſs in the chriſtian life Progreis alas! 1 fear it falls far 


ſhort of that appellation. But L mwſt. be very brief, in giv- 
ing you an account of the Lord's dealings with me, or elſe 1 


| ſhould fall into the fault, Which you ſo happily avoided. 


The Lord has, indeed, led me by a right way, by the way 


which I knew not, to a city of habitation; and though I ma- 


ny times, like Jeſhurun, have © forſaken the God that made 
« me, and lightly eſteemed the rock of my falvation;” yet 


the Lord had begun the work, and it was not poſſible that he 
ſhould leave it unfiniſhed; therefore, with a right hand, and 


with a ſtretched out arm, he has brought me thus far, through 
all oppoſition and difficulties, and he enables me to ſay, 


Here I raiſe my Ebenezer, 
Hither, through thine help, I'm come, 


Ong And, I hope, E ee 
4, | Safely to arrive at home. | * | ; 


Tbs now nearly two years, fine the Lordfirlt-wiet n me, in 
a way of peace. This was under the preaching of the word, 
from Iſa. xxvi. 1, 2, This was a very'bleſſed word to me, and 


though the enemy would fain have perſuaded me, that I had 


neither part nor lot in the matter,” and though I felt myſelf 
much inclined to join in with him, the Lord had ſaid, My 
word, that goeth forth out of my mouth, ſhall not return 
« unto me void, but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, 


* and it ſhall proſper in the thing whereto I ſend it.” Neither 


the enemy, nor any one elſe, has any buſineſs with the Lord's 5 
SHALLS and wil Is, nor can they in the leaſt affect them. He 
faſt,” Then let us remember, that he who has brought us thus 
far, will never leave us, nor forſake us, but will carry us on 


to the end. And, with the apoſtle, let us be ., perſuaded,” 


* that neither life, nor death, nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor powers, nor things preſent, nor chings to come, nor 

* height, nor depth, nor any other ereature, ſhall be able to 

* ſeparate us from the love of God which is in Jefus Chriſt.” 

With this ſweet perſuaſion, let us commit the keeping of our 

ſouls to him, ih well doing, as unto a fafthful ereutor . 
yh | 


__— 


383 
lam very ſorry to ſoe my letter is run out to ſueh a length, 
r ee ei enen almoſt. as 
long as the letter itſelf ; bat as this would only inereaſe the 
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"LETTER XII. 


” January 16 5 


1 SHALL, my ite Mifs , without ſtop- 
ping to make an apology for my long filence, begin in wiſh- 
ing you a happy new year, and this in a more extenſive ſenſe 
than is uſually” meant. May you not only find happineſs and 
proſperity in all your temporal concerns, but alſo: in thoſe 
things which relate to you eternal ſalvation; © that Chriſt 
„may be your all and in all; that you may find him grow- 
ing daily more and more in your eſtimation ; that he may be 
more- precious to your foul. You may, perhaps, remember 
reading in. Mr. Romaine's Letters, an account of his taking 
this text, Chriſt is all and iu all,” for his motto throughout 

the year 1772. Let us now take it for ours, this year. Tis 
a great and glorious text. Could we truly ſay, in the full 
meaning of it, © Chriſt is my all and-in all, we ſhould, yea, 
we never could feel ourſelves unhappy : for then we ſhould 
ſee Chriſt in every thing; we ſhould know that all things 
work together for our good. This would keep us from mur- 
muring, or being diſcontented with our ſituation, or with 
whatever the Lord ſhould fee fit to lay upon us. The more 
we lead a life of dependance upon Chriſt alone, and look to 
him for all things, both within and without, the happier ſhall 
we be, I am ſure 1 find it ſo with myſelf, - Without Chriſt 
I can do nothing, even in my temporal concerns. 'There is de 
a worm at the root of every gourd, waiting to deſtroy it, un by 
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1eſs' Chriſt be there to preſerve it . Ee is the 8 
„Omega, the beginning and the end.” How lovely, how 
precious is Jeſus! Well might the apoſtle fay, © Unto you 


that believe he is precious.” | Ah] deareſt Lord, my ſoul 


replies, thou art indeed precious unto me. There is not a 
day paſſes but my altogether lovely ſaviour appears more 
lovely. Oh! may he continue to ſhine ſtill brighter and 
brighter upon me, til at laſt I ſhall behold his face unveiled 


in all its glory. As for me, I will behold thy face in righ- 
i teouſneſs : I ſhall be WENN when 1 awake wich _ 5 


0 likeneſs. 

4 aGarts you, it gave me great ſatisſaction to find TIES 
received my laſt letter, in the way in which it was firſt in- 
tended; and as a further proof of your friendſhip, give me 
leave to requeſt, that you will alſo point out whatever you" 
may ſee amiſs. in my conduct and converfation, ſo that all 


things may be done to our mutual edification, that we may 
be eſtabliſhed in the Lord Jeſus, and be ſtrengthened in the 


power of his might. Into his hands let us commit the” 
« keeping of our ſouls in well doing as into the hands of a 


« faithful creator,” waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our bodies. LAG.» yes HA Ki bis” Lind" 


2 © $2 


care and th L remain, 

Nur aſfectionate . | 

E. HUTCHINSON, * 

— — 
LETTER XIV. 

Euer 12, e. 
My dear Miſs =, 
| . I SHALL not, my dear Miſs "RE" attempt — 


deſcribe my feelings on receiving your letter laſt Saturday; 
but give me leave to inquire, what ought they to have been? 


— oo 


(© } 


How: ought Ito hate keen affeRted, when I ine how the 


Lord was going on © with a mighty hand, and a ſtretched 
out arm, to get glory to his great name, by magnify- 
ing all his holy attributes, in the greateſt of all his 
works, namely, the work of redemption? It is this which 
rejoices the hearts of God's ſaints here on earth, and more 
than this; for © there is joy even in heaven over one ſinner 
that repenteth.” Ought not I then to join with them, and 
with you, in praiſing and magnifying. redeeming grace and 
dying; love? yes, my dear, let us join our hearts and voices 
in praifing our great redeemer, who has ſo lately appeared for 
you, reſcuing you from the hand of all your enemies, and 
« ſetting! your feet upon the rock that is higher than you.“ 
Surely, be has led you by a way that you knew not.” He 
has been with you, as he was with Jacob: The Lord found 
him in a deſert land, and in the waſte and bowling: wilder- 

« neſs; he led him about: he inſtructed him: he kept him 
as the apple of his eye. As an eagle ſtirreth up her neſt 
* and fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, 
« taketh them, beareth' them on her wings. So the Lord 


_ © alone. did lead him, and there was no ſtrange God with 
« him” Vet, for all this, Jacob ſoon * forſook the God who 
« made him, and lightly eſteemed the rock of his ſalvation.” 


Let us beware, in our proſperity, of ſaying as the pſalmiſt did, 


« 1 ſhall never be moved.“ Though at preſent, the fun of 
righteouſneſs may ſhine bright upon us, yet it cannot be ex- 
pected that he will continue to do ſo, without interruption 
and it is well for us that he does not. We muſt have our 
droſs purged away, therefore he will try us with afflictions, 
and with the greateſt. of all, the hidings of his counte- 


nance. It is then indeed the chriſtian goes on heavily, As 


long as he can go to God, as his father, there is no difficulty; 


every thing goes on comfortably. Does any thing perplex . 
him? he can go to God, and he will clear it up for him, 


Do his friends and acquaintance ſtand aloof from him? do 
they go farther than this, to deſpiſe and perſecute him? yet 
ſtill God is his portion and his all. When my father and 


in 
le 
to 


5 my 8 forlake me, thee: the Lord „ill take 8 „ ; 
Oh! remember the ſeed ſown amongſt thorns, which though. 
for a time it promiſed well, yet when the thorns, the cares 
of this world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches ſprung, up, the 
word was choked. -Let this be an awful warning to us, that 
| we ſhould no longer take pleaſure and delight in thoſe things, 
which once made. up all our happineſs, that we Indulge not 

in any ſinful compliance with the world; for we may be 


caught in the net, before me: are well aware of it. Leman, F 
\ in the ſtrongeſt of bonds, l Nc, Fe 
= 88 Ln "Par Sri in Ori, * 
; | - 2 k. HUTCHINSON. 
ky ad 8 "jos To the Rey. Mr. - —. . „ 
L | . Hanley Row, Nevembe 28, 1799. . 

5, Rev. * dear Sir, WE. | 
a Wh NNE 1 301 „ 
th. | that IP mercy, . that great love, wherewith God hath: 


10 loved me, © while I was yet dead in fin, and liath quickened- 

„ me together with Chriſt. By grace I am ſaved.” Ves, 

d, it is all of grace, of free ſovereign grace, from beginning to 

of end. Grace firſt laid the foundation-ſtone, it was. grace rear- 

* ed the building, nor ſball the head. ſtone be brought; forth 

on without «ſhouting, crying, $racr, Since und it!“ % This is all 

ur my ſalvation and all my defire,” all my joy and comfort. Sal- 

vation's glorious work is done, the price is paid, and I am 3 
te- ranſomed. He has finiſhed the work for me, he finiſbed it : 
As upon the croſs; and now, I truſt, he will work in me, ac- 

ty; cording to the good pleaſure of his will. But ſtill it is: his: 


der. own work, He is as meh. my righteouſneſs and my ſanc- 

im, 

do This letter, written'by Miſs H. a ow months before her death, is = 
yet introduced here to ſhew, that the ſame. views which animate her gth 8 R 
and letter, written three years before, when in perfect health, 9 e 


to E28 her in the ex proſpect of diſſolution 
e. 
, a * I. *. 4. 22 7 


evritend, and the foelling waters ' riſe.. "plow wi 8 85 
ele 


5 — o - — * — _ 
— — 
S §— ] . rr —_————— _ 
* 


T8 | 
Rgeaton} a8 "my 5oMifbativn.”” He 16 my all, 5 not 2 fing gle 
hope have I but In him: and here ties my hg 111555 

« whom 1 hate believed; one almighty : to ſa Ve, Fefus. the 
ſavioùt of his people; Emanuel, God with up He ere. T my 


foul has ventiired her all. Safe and ſecurely fixed er e 
rock of ages, ein never be moved, thoug h "colt my 


waves, th rock of ages never moves. | 1 is ber thek 


ening ſtorms may alarm and frighten, me, Jet I. am not; he 


leſs ſecure; they may tend to deſtroy my. comfort, but tbey 
cannot affect my ſafety. Can I hare a moment's doubt of 
tho exiſtence of the ſun, becauſe I ſee him not? No; the 


feeble watery cloud can never thus deceive me: no more 


can I doubt my intereſt, in Chriſt, becauſe he hides his face. 


* In a little wrath 1 hid my face from thee for. à moment; but 
« with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mere on thee; faith 
* the Lord, thy redeemery And ſhall not all the diſpenſa- 
tions of this gracious Lord towards me,. tho r e chigf of, 
fnners, proceed from the love of his heart? Yes, I am per- | 
ſuade'the do. They are all venant mercies; and | bleſſed, 1 
be his time, he Has Enable# me to Tay with the Pfälpift, 
Though Tat through they valley of tie Thadow d death 
I will fear no evil, for thou art hs mes thy rod ang thy 
« ſtaff they comfort me? © 4 He maketh in ny hid to. K 

« in goodnefs.“ Come what will, he” 5 4 'protnifed x; 
grace is ſufficient for me, His trvngth tiff be f. | fect” 
in my welk hefe“ Idepend upon His" Wal: Phe ics" 
of He and death ate in hie hand- Not ny will, Pot bis 
be done“ Of Sir, remember me ät 4 thine of Brac 7 
truly I am unworthy of it; but this is the very plex $o 


upon. T rating wbelly to your kitidhels and ee 

haflen to aſſure you, i l Yo 9:0t:oq boon 9) 67 ga 

asl 7: t ban al: 78 15 4 * 211 on 1 * 
, my © 
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